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April Meeting 
C-130 Flight Test 

C huck Hall, Ph.D., Professor of 
aeronautical engineering, pilot 
and RV-7 builder, was our 
speaker for April. He de-

scribed the role he played in the flight 
testing of a C-130, outfitted with tip 
tanks of a new design.  

Snow Aviation (SAI), located at 
Rickenbacker International Airport in 
Columbus, Ohio, designed, constructed 
and tested the new tanks under contract 
from the military in an effort to extend 
the range of aircraft used as gunships and 
for Special Forces operations. Existing 
fuel tanks mounted on underwing pylons 
create so much drag that half of the addi-
tional fuel carried is expended to offset 
this drag.  

From SAI’s information: “Many 
Fuel Carriage Enhancements were added 
to the Herk "Plus" series to partially 
compensate for the removal of the drag -
inducing under wing pylon tanks and to 
enhance the aircraft©s overall aerodynam-
ics. Two wing tip fuel tanks have been 
added to the C-130M design. The tip 
tanks take advantage of the high pressure 
air developed under the wing and cap-
tures a portion of this energy as addi-
tional lift that would normally be lost 
flowing outward under the wing tip. Ad-
ditional fuel has been added into a center 
wing fairing glove tank.”  

NCSU was invited to participate due 
to their past development of in-flight 
instrumentation of unmanned aircraft. 
Plenty of room was available, so Chuck 
was invited to fly with his equipment, all 

of which functioned flawlessly. Data 
recorded in flight included wing sur-
face pressures, obtained through sur-
face probes that Chuck affixed to the 
wing prior to flight. “ I had fun walking 
on the wing to check the pressure taps 
with winds gusting to 30 kts,”  he noted 
with a grin. 

The tip tanks were constructed of 
composite materials and shaped to re-
duce the induced drag near the tip, an 
added plus for the design. This also 
increase Clmax, important at the high 
density altitude where the aircraft cur-
rently operates in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
During flight tests, the tanks were filled 
with water, limiting flights to low alti-
tude to prevent freezing. “Pet rocks”  
were stowed in the cargo area to simu-
late typical operational conditions. 

The original aircraft chosen for the 
test flight was supplied by the Air 
Force. When this plane however nearly 
rolled onto its back during stall tests
(“ I’ve seen worse,”  an experienced 
crewmate calmly remarked), Snow 
decided to switch to another plane, this 
one a C-130A, built in 1958 (Chuck’s 
birth year) and supplied by Cherry Air 
of Alexandria, LA.  

Earl Cherry, who piloted his air-
plane during all the test flights, ex-

plained that this C-130 is normally used 
to fly palm trees and skydivers, and was 
certified as experimental to avoid restric-
tions placed on older Hercules since re-
cent crashes of water bombers, or, as 
Chuck describes them, “ folding wing”  
versions of the C-130. Cost—$5,000/
hour dry. Chuck commented that the 
plane, previously used by  the Australian 
Air Force, was in good shape having 
been well maintained while “down un-
der.”  

The tests in the “new”  plane went 
well, with the new tip tanks meeting or 
exceeding expectations: 
·  Smaller than original tanks but more 

effective 
·  Reduction of induced drag 
·  Increased maximum lift 
·  Increased aileron effectiveness 

And best of all, the pilots liked it! 
Professor Chuck Hall gave great 

credit for the success to his student David 
Phillips, whose Master’s thesis dealt with 
these new tip tanks. From David’s work 
shown to Chapter members, it is clear 
that he has well earned his degree. 

Thank you, Chuck Hall, for a fasci-
nating insight into how a 50 year old 
aircraft can be improved to better serve 
our country’s military. 

EAA 1114 

New wingtips are one of the many improvements that Snow Aviation has 
developed for its SAI C-130M Herk “ Plus”  aircraft 
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The View from Above 
Denny Mercer, President 
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I t was the evening of Friday the 
twenty-ninth of April as I started 
writing this and I had not flown 
since Monday when I took a short 

flight to Sanford/Lee County airport to 
see my friend, Frank Smith.  I had suf-
fered with a cold all week and had not 
felt well, so I didn’ t stay long at Sanford.  
The cold continues and it, coupled with 
yukky weather, has conspired to keep me 
on the ground all week. 

Friday was not a nice day at all until 
about 6 PM when the sun broke through 
some holes in high clouds covering the 
area.  “ Hey, Babe.  I’m going to go fly a 
few minutes,”  I announced to the gar-
dener with whom I live.  She mentioned 
something about preparing dinner of 
pork chops, fried sweet potatoes, spiced 
apples and fresh asparagus covered and 
cooked with fresh parmigiano reggiano 
cheese.  “ You’ve got to grate the cheese, 
so don’ t be too late,”  she yelled as I 
started walking toward the hangar while 
promising Eliza (the world’s greatest 
Standard Poodle) that I would soon re-
turn. 

 I gave a quick pre-flight to the 
airplane, taxied out and was soon air-
borne with no idea where I was heading.  
I plugged in the identifier for Sanford, 
flew over the airport and saw not a soul 
around.  Then I flew to Kennebec with 
the same result; no one around with 
whom I could visit for a while. 

I followed the runway heading 
from Kennebec for a few miles and 
over flew Ron and Nancy Normark’s 
gorgeous country estate-cum-airport.  I 
was not expecting to see anybody 
around and so was a bit surprised to 
see a pick-up truck approaching their 
home as I circled.  That was good 
enough for me.  I maneuvered to a 
sloppy pattern and landed on the 
freshly mown grass while noticing that 
the approach over the trees seemed to 
have been improved.  “ Ol’  Ron has 
been working,”  I said to myself.  Or, 
maybe it just looked different than 
when I had last landed there in the EX-
TRA. 

Ron and the Normark son, Jordan, 
were the welcoming party with Nancy 
greeting me a few minutes later as she 
walked toward the plane.  Incidentally, 
I don’ t care a whole lot for Jordan.  
Any man that young, that tall and that 
good-looking kinda’  ticks me off!  But, 
I digress. 

A flying visit to the Normarks is a 
pleasant experience.  Nancy and Ron 
make guests feel truly welcome when 
they visit.  The runway is a bit unique 
in that both ends of the runway run 
downhill.  The center of the runway is 
lower than either end.  If ever you find 
yourself touching down while traveling 
uphill at Normark’s, you have probably 
over-shot your intended touch down 
point.  However, keeping the plane on 
speed and on glide slope, touching 
down within the first quarter of the 
active runway, will find you landing 
with a big smile on your face.  The run-
way is smooth and plenty long for even 

the hottest singles.  The EXTRA touches 
down at 80 knots and I never came close 
to using the entire runway while landing 
there.  Ron and Nancy have several Fly-
Ins each year.  You owe it to yourself to 
make it to the next one.  While there, 
ladies, pretend, if you must, to have a 
need for the “ facilities”  and Nancy will 
direct you to their country home.  Look 
around a bit and you will discover a most 
beautiful place.  You men will be envious 
of Ron’s hangar and work shop, so, go 
sneak a peek. 

Another facet of Nancy and Ron that 
must be mentioned is that they fly look-
just-alike, beautifully restored, red and 
white Piper Cubs.  Nancy doesn’ t trust 
Ron around electricity so his doesn’ t 
have an electrical system.  The 65 horse-
power engine starts easily when Ron 
props it.  Nancy’s Cub is powered by a 
150 horsepower Lycoming and, among 
other goodies, has a starter.  They are 
very competent pilots and look great fly-
ing formation as they do very often.  I 
have several times seen Ron fly his at 
zero groundspeed albeit into a somewhat 
brisk wind.  That’s neat!  Nancy lands 
better than Ron. 

But, my dinner was awaiting and it 
was time to bid a fond adieu to my 
friends and fly off into the sunset, prom-
ising myself that I will soon return.  I 
have enjoyed writing this while re-living 
my most recent and all too quick call to 
Normark International.  Ron, Nancy and 
Jordan are some of my very favorite peo-
ple and I deeply value their friendship.  
They have a nice airport, too. 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

Images from Sun ‘n Fun 2005, taken by Chapter member Michael Crowder: Left to Right, Tony Lewis #447 
N447XL at the Sonex Booth; popular Jabiru 3300 engine; panel of the TruTrak (autopilot) Flight System’s RV-8 



MAY 2005        3        Aerial Pursuits 

 

 

When our speaker for March, V-22 
Osprey pilot LTC Paul Ryan, was forced 
to cancel at the last minute (duty called), 
Chapter member Dan Baun kindly 
agreed  to describe his aircraft restora-
tion efforts  instead. Gremlins in the pro-
jector however presented us from seeing 
Dan’s impressive work. Chapter member 
Tom Rudisill stepped up to the plate, 
sharing his wisdom gained in his past 
career as an aircraft insurance adjuster, 
where he had numerous occasions to 
visit wreck sites. Thanks to Dan Baun for 
his preparations; we hope to have him 
back as our speaker later this year. 

 
My work as an insurance adjuster took 

me to many accident sites. Each time I 
learned something, and I thought it would be 
worthwhile to share these with you. 

Santee, SC—A former Marine Corps 
pilot from Beaufort, SC, flew his Luscombe 
to a party held at the former Wings & Wheels 
museum in Santee, SC. He dropped a small 
parachute over the museum and intended to 
circle this as it floated down. He lost control 
during this simple maneuver, crashing into 
the parking lot of a motel near the museum. 

Raleigh, NC—During lunch with him, 
Willis Smith, Jr., son of NC Senator Smith, 
had asked if I would practice instrument ap-
proaches into RDU with him. I could not, so 
he went on by himself. Back then, Benson 
radar was the closest to RDU, and it would 
lose contact with approaching aircraft once 
they descended below 2000 ft. at the outer 
marker. Willis called inbound over the inner 
marker over Capital Blvd., when at the same 
time an Eastern Airlines B-727 called for 
number 2 after the Willis’  Cessna 206. The 
Boeing pilot radioed in that he “had just 
passed the traffic”  and that he felt a small 
bump. The Cessna was stuck onto the under-
side of the B-727 “ like a chicken” , and broke 
free when the Boeing pulled up to flair. 

Black Mountain, NC—A family was 
returning in their Bonanza to Michigan from a 
family reunion in Florida. In spite of low 
clouds, the pilot, father of the family, decided 
to try picking his way through the mountains.  
The remains of the pilot, his wife and three 
children were found scattered across  Black 

Mountain, likely the result of a breakup of 
the aircraft in flight, not uncommon to the 
Bonanza when overstressed. 

Roanoke, VA—A veterinary intended 
to make a night flight with his instructor 
and wife to Beckley, WV. He later called 
his instructor with a change of plans; he 
would fly instead with his wife and another 
couple. The aircraft wreckage with four 
fatalities was found on the side of a moun-
tain. I saw the hearse with their bodies only 
two days after Audie Murphy, the famous 
WWII veteran and movie star, had died in 
the crash of a charter flight in the Roanoke 
basin, made in bad weather with a non-
instrument rated pilot at the controls. 

Chesapeake Bay—A young Navy 
man who had just earned his pilot’s license, 
wanted to fly from his home near Chesa-
peake Bay to visit his father in West Vir-
ginia. The weather was marginal, and he 
informed his wife who stayed on the 
ground, that he would take off  “ just to 
check the weather.”  If he did not return 
immediately, she was to go one home. He 
took off just as fog rolled across the field. 
By mid-field, he was already in the clouds. 
Trying to stay beneath this, he hit a tree 
near the field and was killed.  

Asheboro, NC—A local civic leader 
and family man was returning to Greens-
boro from Myrtle Beach in poor weather in 
a Cherokee PA-235. He descended to the 
Greensboro VOR but then picked his way at 
low altitude back to the Asheboro airport. 
The aircraft was found on top of a hill near 
the field, with the pilot, and a cute hair-
dresser from Asheboro, both dead. 

Columbia, SC—A VFR-rated insur-
ance manager, flying his Bonanza with his 
partner and his son, picked his way through 
clouds. They found tiny pieces of his Bo-
nanza in a field in Kentucky, a result of the 
plane breaking up in flight. 

 
Sometimes, folks survived accidents, 

and the circumstances were actually humor-
ous: 

Lake Gaston, NC—A Mooney pilot 
was in a hurry to depart, and he retracted 
his gear while taking off. The aircraft set-
tled enough for the prop to hit the ground. 
The pilot, now over water, managed to pull 
up over two very surprised anglers, before 
he hit the water, folding up one wing. Un-
hurt by the impact, he had barely enough 
time to squeeze out of the wreckage before 
it sank in 25 ft. of water. 

Citabr ia—Two pilots went missing  
when they decided for some night flying in 
their Citabria. They were found the next 
morning, still drunk, stuck in a tree, but alive. 

Bluefield, WV—While taxiing for take 
off, the pilot looked down to set his DG. Un-
fortunately, he also rolled right of the taxiway 
and down a steep embankment, damaging his 
aircraft and his pride. 

Go-Arounds—Whenever I botch an 
approach and execute a go-around, I praise 
myself for having exercised good judgement. 
Do you? Once I investigated a wreck where 
the pilot, who—in order to avoid the 
“embarrassment”  of a go-around in front of 
his buddies—landed long and hot and ended 
up on his back in a creek.  

 
I have served for many years as one of 

the few Technical Counselors and Flight Ad-
visors in our area. Before the first flight in a 
homebuilt, I like to talk to the builder about 
his experience. A word of caution to all who 
build: your design may be a piece of cake to 
fly, but you should expect the unexpected. 
Most aircraft are OK, but when things go 
awry, training and preparation really count. 

I once took an RV up for its first flight 
when, shortly after take-off, the oil cap came 
off, covering the windscreen with oil. Then I 
discovered that the flaps wouldn’ t extend. 
The situation was not life-threatening, but it 
was a major distraction that I had to deal with. 
Upon later inspection, it was found that the 
engine had not been certified and its crank-
shaft was bent. As this case proves, problems 
often occur at the most critical time. 

There have been no fatal accidents in-
volving pilots based at Cox Field since it 
opened some 20 years ago. And of the several 
incidents that have occurred, there have been 
darned few involving Cox Field pilots. 

Of all the things I have learned in life, 
this is the most important: you don’ t have to 
be anywhere today. It is much better to be on 
the ground wishing you were in the air, than 
the opposite. 

Tom Rudisill 

March Meeting—The 
Wisdom of Tom Rudisill  

Congratulations to Brook Heyel on receiving a $1000 scholarship awarded to her by the Kitty Hawk Ninety-Nines. The award was 
presented to her in Greensboro, North Carolina on April 23 at the FAA Wings Banquet. Corbi Bulluck made the presentation. We 
are very proud of Brook and her desire to continue her aviation training. She is currently a student at Wake Community College and 
a full time employee of NC Department of Transportation. We first met Brook at a Young Eagle Rally several years ago where she 
was working as a volunteer, she has participated in some of the PreFlight meetings and has been a member of our chapter for several 
years. The scholarship fund is made possible by the generosity of those purchasing raffle tickets and those companies donating items 
to be raffled. In Brook©s "Thank You" note to our chapter she expresses her appreciation for our chapter©s support of the scholarship 
fund and purchasing the raffle tickets. Thanks to the Ninety-Nines for providing these scholarships. Ken Baird 
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The editor of Southern Aviator, Tom 
Norton, called on his readers in the 
March, 2005 issue to help “ save the 
South” , which he claims is disappearing. 
Begging to differ, I sent the following 
response, which I hope the readers of 
Aerial Pursuits will appreciate. 
 
When it comes to the "Best of the 
South", I have many suggestions. Here 
are three that come to mind, where your 
readers can combine flying with South-
ern Culture (no, dear Yankees, "Southern 
Culture" is not an oxymoron): 

 
Elizabethtown, NC, Cur tis Brown 

Field (EYF) - Home to Taylor Aviation 
and its Southern Gentleman owner, 
Oscar Taylor. Take the courtesy car into 
town for a great lunch with the locals at 
Melvin©s, then visit the "Tory Hole" 
where Southerners defeated the British in 
the Revolutionary War. Sure hate to rub 
it in, dear Yankees, but it was battles 
such as this one, fought in the South by 
Southerners against the Brits, that turned 
the tide in our favor after a succession of 
defeats in the North. 

Washington, GA, Washington-
Wilkes County Airpor t (I IY) - I got 
stuck here once when thunderstorms 
forced me down on a flight from Ra-
leigh to Atlanta - my good luck! The 
FBO had already closed, so a quick call 
to 911 from the payphone resulted in a 
pleasant ride into town with the Sheriff. 
I stayed the night at the brand-new 
Jameson Inn in town and enjoyed an 
inexpensive meal in the world©s clean-
est Huddle House next door. No taxis 
exist(ed) in this small town, so the 
(Yankee) Sheriff kindly drove me back 
out to the airfield the next morning, 
taking time to show me some of the 
many (over 100!) lovely antebellum 
homes that somehow were spared 
Sherman©s wrath. I also learned that 
Washington was the site of the last 
Cabinet meeting of the Confederacy, 
whose gold treasury mysteriously van-
ished soon afterwards. Some say it is 
still to be found in the area. 

 
Decatur , AL, Pryor  Field (DCU) 

A nice airfield in a great Southern 
town, and not only because I graduated 
from Decatur High School in 1975. My 
father had built the GE refrigerator 

factory on the TN river which flows past 
Decatur. It was from this same river that 
Northern gunboats shelled Decatur dur-
ing the Civil war, largely destroying it 
and forcing the locals to move downtown 
a mile away. Since some of old town has 
been restored, Decatur today uniquely 
has two downtowns. I rented C-150s 
from Decatur-Athens Aero Services 
(DAAS), run by the same family in 2005 
as it was in 1975. The FBO uses a WWII 
terminal for its office, built when the 
field was used for training pilots for the 
war. If you stop by Decatur, plan for 
lunch at Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q and 
save room for the coconut cream pie. 
You©ll have to eat a lot to spend $10. In 
the summer, bring your swimming trunks 
and try out Point Mallard, site of our 
country©s first wave pool (where I life-
guarded for my flying money). NASA 
Marshall in nearby Huntsville with its 
excellent museum is only a stone©s throw 
away. Sweet home, Alabama! 

 
Well, these are just three places for 

SA readers to get a taste of what we 
Southerners have always known - it ain©t 
no better anywhere else. 

Kent Misegades 

The Best of the South 

Curtis Field in Elizabethtown, NC, 
home to Melvin’s famous diner 
and the Tory Hole, where British 
troops were defeated by Patriots in 
one of the last battles of the war. 

Washington-Wilkes County Air-
port in Washington, Georgia, 
with its many restored antebel-
lum houses and stories of lost 
Confederate gold. The log cabin 
on the field is claimed to be the 
oldest airport building in the 
state. The Huddle House restau-
rant in town is one of the best 
you’ll find anywhere. 

Decatur, Alabama’s Pryor Field, 
built in WWII as a major training 
field. Site of America’s first wave 
pool at Point Mallard, Decatur, on 
the banks of the Tennessee, has a 
rich history and some fine eatin’ at 
Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q. Save 
room for the coconut cream pie! 
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Laser-Based Warning 
System Coming to ADIZ 
 

The North American Aerospace De-
fense Command (NORAD) has unveiled 
its laser-based warning system designed 
to prevent innocently errant pilots from 
being shot down in the hypersensitive 
restricted airspace surrounding Washing-
ton, D.C. Starting in about a month, pi-
lots who stray into the Air Defense Iden-
tification Zone (ADIZ) will get 
"illuminated" with alternating blasts of 
"safe" green and red laser pulses by the 
Visual Warning System (VWS).  

The VWS consists of at least seven 
turrets, each housing a red and a green 
laser, placed around the Capital region. 
The 1.5-watt lasers are diffused through 
lenses to produce wide, low-intensity 
beams covering an area roughly 100-feet 
in diameter 10 nautical miles from the 
turret. The lasers are visible at distances 
up to 20 nm. Each turret is connected to a 
command center and will be operated by 
military personnel. 

As reported in AVweb in January, 
the system is intended to cause pilots to 
immediately get out of the ADIZ (not 
press on to investigate the odd flashing 
lights) and those who don©t risk intercep-
tion and/or personal acquaintance with 
the firepower available to military pilots. 
The system was spawned by an incident 
last year in which a series of communica-
tions problems and foul-ups (none of 
which were the fault of the pilots in-
volved) almost resulted in the downing 
of a King Air carrying the governor of 
Kentucky to former President Ronald 
Reagan©s funeral. Note now that the re-
sponsibility for not getting shot down 

rests entirely with the pilot and his cor-
rect interpretation of those bright green 
and red lights. 

Assuming a pilot who manages to 
blunder into the most publicized and 
recognized restricted airspace in the 
country recognizes the laser signals for 
what they are and gets out of the ADIZ, 
his or her troubles are far from over. 
Attached to the dozen or so lasers are 
high-powered cameras that will appar-
ently be able to zoom in on an offender 
and read his or her tail number. Anyone 
who sees the bright lights can expect a 
personal introduction to the country©s 
security apparatus. The military hopes 
the lasers will be able to get the atten-
tion of pilots who have so far success-
fully ignored fighter aircraft near them. 
"We determined that at times, pilots of 
[ADIZ-busting planes] were unaware 
they had a fighter on their left wing," 
Lt. Col. Bob Hehemann told The 
Washington Post. In at least one case 
the flares didn©t make their desired im-
pression. "He thought it was an impres-

sive light show," said Hehemann. 
Most of the alphabet groups got an 

advance look at the system last Thursday 
and seemed to agree it has merits as long 
as it©s accompanied by a massive educa-
tional and public-relations program. "If 
you didn©t know what it meant, you 
wouldn©t know what to do," AOPA 
spokeswoman Melissa Rudinger told the 
Post. "It©s important to get the education 
out as wide as you can, not just in this 
region." Part of that education is the post-
ing of a video of the demonstration by 
AOPA and EAA and a comprehensive 
list of frequently asked questions posted 
by NORAD.  

EAA spokesman Doug Macnair, 
who saw the demonstration from inside a 
Blackhawk helicopter, said pilots illumi-
nated by the lasers will immediately 
know that something is going on. "Even 
with a low sun angle in full daylight, 
there is no missing the signal," he said. 
"Ultimately when the full array of sta-
tions is installed at the center of the 
Flight Restricted Zone, it will be an ef-
fective means of warning pilots." At least 
one pilot who has inadvertently busted 
the ADIZ seems to agree. Charles Mayer 
was among a few GA pilots taken along 
on Thursday©s tour and he sees the laser 
system as an attempt by the government 
to strike a balance between security and 
airspace access. "I©m glad they are trying 
to find ways to keep the airspace open 
and to keep us safe but a lot of pilots I 
know are really suspicious of this," 
Mayer said. "I hope I never see [the la-
sers] again." 

AVweb 
 

Pilots can view a video of NORAD’s 
Visual Warning System (VWS) at 
www.aopa.org 

One of NORAD’s new VWS laser 
turrets in the DC ADIZ. You are in 
a heap of trouble, if you see this 
from your cockpit. Best solu-
tion—prepare thoroughly for 
flights into the DC ADIZ.  

Air Race Coming to NC 
 

National Air  Races &  Air  Cruise 
Entr ies Open: “Cattle Country to the 
Carolinas”  is the theme for the 2005 U.S. 
Air Races, scheduled from September 23 
to September 29. Races include the 
1,800-mile Marion Jayne Air Race, from 
Texas to North Carolina; the 300-mile 
Cowhand Air Race in Texas, and the 
300-mile Carolinas Air  Race in the 
Carolinas. Pilots are welcome to race or 
cruise. The Air Cruise option provides a 
chance to fly where U.S. Air Race han-
dles ground arrangements and team gath-
erings. A free entry kit is available at 

www.us-airrace.org. 
Members of EAA1114, known for 

their speed and competitive spirit, are 
encouraged to participate. Pairs of tro-
phies and cash will be awarded for 
first, second and third-place teams. The 
Carolinas Air Race will follow a handi-
capped, “Mystery Round Robin”  
course from points yet to be an-
nounced.  

Teams will arrive on Tuesday, 
September 27th. Handicap validation 
will take place on Sept. 28th, and the 
race itself will be held on Thursday, 
September 29th with departures begin-
ning at 0900. An awards dinner will be 

held at 1800 hours the same day. 
Since EAA headquarters frowns on 

our Chapter organizing such events 
(thanks, EAA attorneys!), we are fortu-
nate that the women of the National Air 
Races have stepped up to the plate to 
bring this exciting event to our region.  

EAA1114 

An Air Race contestant prepares 
this Commanche at the ‘04 event. 
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May 21st EAA1114 Meeting 
Captain James Weaver, NCANG Apache Pilot 
 
Our speaker for May is Captain James Weaver of the North Carolina National Guard. James is an Apache Helicopter Pilot fresh back 
from Afghanistan. He is scheduled to also bring one of his Apache Helicopters to our meeting. Since our meeting date, May 21st , is 
also Armed Forces Day, we are third in line for a chopper, so keep your fingers crossed. James is a true civilian-soldier working for 
GlaxoSmithKline for his day job. He is currently on his annual training at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia but will be back in time for our 
meeting. 

 
Bill Terrill, Program Chairman 

CHAPTER NEWS       
 
Chapter Officers met on Thursday, April 28th for dinner at Cox Field to review status of the Chapter and make some plans for the 
coming year. Present were all Officers (see list on pg. 7) Following is a summary of topics discussed: 
·  Membership—The Chapter has 178 active members, 6 of which are “ lifetime”  members due to their unique service. Lifetime 

members will be recognized later this year for their contributions. 
·  Financials—the Chapter is in good financial shape, even with its low annual membership fees compared to other Chapters. We 

have especially Bobby Cox to thank for the free facilities and Chapter Administrator Dottie Baird for her breakfasts and the ad-
ditional revenue that these generate. In addition, numerous members have donated substantial financial support over the years, 
helping us keep the Chapter in the black. 

·  Spring cleaning—is planned for the upcoming weeks. Please be prepared to help out when a call for volunteers is made. 
·  June Summer Picnic meeting—a change from last year’s pot luck format is being made this year. At the June 18th lunch picnic, 

we will hold a pig pic’n BBQ, including hamburgers and hot dogs. Members will need only to bring their appetite and friends. 
·  Family Holiday Meeting—due to continued growth of the Chapter, our winter holiday meeting next January 21st, 2006, will no 

longer take place in Denny Mercer’s hangar, but at the CC Jones Building in the Town of Apex. The Chapter thanks the Mercers 
for their kind hospitality in the past years when they have opened their (heated) hangar and their home to Chapter members. 

·  EAA Web Site—Major improvements to our excellent web site are being made by Chapter Webmaster Dwight Frye. These in-
clude a “shopping cart”  for Chapter wear, and a member’s only section that includes the complete membership directory. The 
web site will also be changing to a new service provider that is less expensive and faster. 

The Chapter Officers thank Dottie Baird for organizing an excellent dinner, and Ken Baird for serving ad the meeting host. 
 
The Wings of Carolina Flying Club reminds us that Dr . Havener  Parr ish is at TTA from 0900 to noon to give flight physicals 
the second Saturday of every month. 

Classified Ads 
For  Sale: Michel MX11 Comm radio with or without tray & connectors.  Will slide in replace Narco 11 and 111 series or use tray 
and install alone.  720 channel, with standby frequency, yellow tagged by manufacturer since last used.  $400.  See Tom Rudisill 
For  Sale: McCauley 1B90-CM7345 propeller. Overhauled condition. Fits Cessna 120/140, J3 etc. $1000.00 Call 919-663-3503 for 
details. Tom Malechuk, guardian@ix.netcom.com 
For  Sale: 1982 Varga 2180.  2700 TT, 1000 SMOH.  NDH.  SL 30, KT76A, N122. WWII camo paint.  High ramp appeal.  $45,000. 
Paul Franzon, paulf@ncsu.edu, 919-656-4411 

More images from Sun ‘n Fun 2005, taken by Chapter member Michael Crowder: Left to Right, “ Glacier Girl” , 
Lockheed P-38 Lightning, North American P-51 Mustang, Soviet Yak-3.  
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EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2005-2006 
 
President    Denny Mercer  387-0290  207LH@bellsouth.net 
Vice-President    Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com 
Secretary & Chapter Apparel  Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Treasurer    Ken Baird  851-4922  kbaird@juno.com 
Chapter Administrator   Dottie Baird  851-4922 kbaird@juno.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@nc.rr.com  
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor  Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  Jim & Sandy Dukeman 362-9252  Plane80n@mindspring.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  303-8230  kent@ensight.com 

Copyright 2005 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aer ial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ken Baird, 3809 Campbell Rd., Raleigh, NC, 
27606. Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 
27519, kent@ensight.com.  

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    ...your $100 hamburger resource 
 
May 21  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: Captain James Weaver , NCANG Apache Pilot 
May 21  EAA Chapter 960 Spring Fly-In for lunch, Farmville, NC. Contact monty_clark@cox.net, www.eaa960.org 
May 21  Myrtle Beach EAA Chapter 1167 Annual Spring BBQ Fly-In, Green Sea, SC. Contact thunderbolt@mailsnare.net 
May 21  EAA Chapter 297 Spring Fly-in, Stag Air Park 7NC1, Burgaw, NC, Tony Spicer 910 392-9141, www.eaa297.org  
May 21  Franklin Municipal Airport (FKN), VA, 3rd Annual Community Day, aircraft displays, car show  
May 21  Hickory, NC EAA 731 Spring Fly-in and YE Day. Hickory Regional Airport (HKY), www.eaa731.org  
May 20–22 Holly Hill, SC 2nd Annual Fly-In, (5J5) Contact Information: onceayearflyer04@bellsouth.net  
May 21-22 Suffolk, VA, Fly-in (SFQ), homebuilts, warbirds, antique cars, YE flights, Kent Marshall, 757/923-2487 
May 28  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Cross, SC (Crosswind Airport, SC37). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
May 28-29 Pope AFB, NC, 43rd Airlift Wing Open House 
May 30  Williamston, NC Open House and Fly-In, Martin Cty. Airport (KMCZ). Email: msowl@earthlink.net  
June 4   Asheboro NC Fly-In (KHBI), museum warbirds; airport closed 1200-1630, www.ncairmuseum.org/Fly-In.html  
June 5  Jared Aicher , The Eagle Flight, Young Eagle Rally, Johnston County Airpor t 
June 4-5 AeroElectr ic Seminar , sponsored by EAA1114, www.aeroelectr ic.com, contact Dwight Frye for  details 
June 5-7  Danville, VA. Danville Regional Airport (KDAN) SATS 2005, www.sats2005.com 
June 5   Weyers Cave, VA EAA 511 Shen. Valley Poker Run, Shen. Valley Apt (SHD), www.geocities.com/eaa511va 
June 11  EAA Chapter 506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airport (JNX), program: Mort Altman 
June 11  Gastonia, NC EAA 309 Breakfast Fly-In, Gastonia Muni (AKH), Breakfast at 0800, www.eaa309.org  
June 18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: Summer Lunch Fly-In 
July 9  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX), program: Larry Fink 
July 16  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
June 17-18 VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Ashland/Richmond, VA (Hanover Cty. Airp., OFP). Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
July 16  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Luray, VA (Luray Caverns Airport, W54). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
July 25-31 EAA AirVenture 2005, Oshkosh, WI 
Aug 13  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Suffolk, VA (Municipal Airport, SFQ). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Aug 13  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Aug 20  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Aug 20   Lauringburg-Maxton, NC Ercoupe Fly-in (MEB). Ercoupes, G/A, Ultralight welcome. jmillbyz@aol.com  
Sept 10  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Mt. Airy, NC (Surry Cty. Airport, MWK). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Oct 7-9  VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Darlington, SC (UDG). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Nov 5  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Shiloh, NC (Shiloh Airport, 78N). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Cafe, Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  See 
www.hundreddollarhamburger.com for others.  
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Next Meeting 
When:  Saturday, May 21st, 8:00 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  EAA 1114 Fly-In Breakfast Meeting 
Program: Captain James Weaver, NCANG Apache Pilot 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

Aer ial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81) 

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’  
Runway: 9/27, 2400’  turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 
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