
 February 2007         1        Aerial Pursuits 

 

 

  Aerial Pursuits 
Volume 13.3    Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114     A pex/Cary, NC        March, 2007  

www.eaa1114.org  

February Meeting 
Mark Ash - Aviation Law 

T he meeting opened up with 
some well deserved apprecia-
tion for tough jobs being very 
well done by Ken and Dottie 

Baird and Dwight Frye! The Chapter has 
profited hugely from their contributions! 
The Baird’s received Members of the 
Year (and some pretty cool shirts that say 
that!) and for good reason. I think we are 
all grateful for all the time and effort that 
they have put into the Chapter – and not 
just for those wonderful breakfasts they 
provided! Ken also received a Service 
Award for his hard work as Treasurer, lo 
those many years! 
 
Dwight Frye received a Service Award 
for everything he has done (and still 
does) on the EAA Chapter 1114 website. 
All the demands of that job! I don’t know 
how Dwight does what he does, but I am 
certainly happy that he does it! 
 
Mark Ash, a Chapter 1114 member and 
an attorney who (among other things) 
represents defendants in aviation-related 
civil actions, spoke to a standing room 
only crowd. We’re trying to decide if it 
was the lure of Mark’s expertise or 
“cabin fever” (I’m thinking everyone 
wanted to hear Mark!), but we had a 
great turnout for the meeting! Mark 
talked primarily about three cases with 
which he’s involved:  the Hendrick Mo-
torsports crash in the mountains of Vir-
ginia, the Air Midwest Beech 1900 crash 
in Charlotte, and the Corporate Air Fleet 
crash. The Hendrick crash involved pilot 
error, but Mark pointed out that there 
were a number of problems that hap-
pened on the ATC end of things, as well, 
all of which contributed to the crash. The 
Air Midwest crash was particularly inter-
esting as Mark’s efforts resulted in a 
challenge of the FAA’s assumptions 
about what an “average person” weighs!  

 sized because a pilot can not tell how 
high above the water the plane is when 
the surface is smooth and may flair to 
high or hit nose low.  The technique  for 
landing on smooth water involves finding 
an object in or near the water as a refer-
ence, setting up a landing attitude and 
waiting for the splash. If you get a 
chance, try floats.  It is a another world 
of aviation. 

And another way to get around ... 

Photos courtesy Jack Brown’s Seaplane School 

We attended a planning session for the 
spring fly-in in Burlington re-
cently.   Jack Cox, former editor of Sport 
Aviation, was there with the news that he 
needed to sell his beloved Comanche 180 
and look for a light sport aircraft [He 
would like a Vagabond or a Lus-
combe  8A].  After hearing about the care 

Ron and Nancy Normark’s 
Winter Adventures! 
Ron Normark 

A fter buying a set of PK1800 
floats in early December for 
the Super Cub  we are re-
building,  our son , Jordan, 

surprised us with a seaplane rating gift 
certificate to Jack Brown's Seaplane 
Base in Winter Haven, Florida as a 
Christmas present.  He knew I had 
talked about floats for a long time 
and  he had purchased the certificate 
long before I bought the floats. 

Jack Brown's course consists of an hour 
or so of ground [sea?] school and five 
hours of landings and takeoffs in the 
back seat of a J3 and a check ride. We 
learned the acronym C.A.R.S. and used 
it. Carburetor heat [on], Area [water 
"runway" clear], Rudders [water rud-
ders retracted], Stick [back]  The in-
structor  was adamant about having the 
stick back on landing to prevent the 
float plane from coming to rest in its 
most  s tab le  posi t ion- - -upside 
down.  The training was fun, but tir-
ing.   We never trimmed the airplanes 
for landing, so  my right arm had to 
cope with holding the stick firmly 
against my belly.  Nancy said her arm 
was sore also, but she did fine. There 
are so many lakes around Winter Ha-
ven that landing never became routine 
and the smaller lakes were more fun, to 
me.  Glassy water landings are empha-

Continued on p. 5 

Ron’s New Floats! 

Taxiing a Cub 

STEP-Taxiing a Cub! 
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non-profit.  To be more specific we 
presently do not enjoy Internal Reve-
nue Code Section 501(c)(3) tax exemp-
tion. 
 
Obtaining such tax exempt status is not 
beyond the realm of possibility but it is 
a non-trivial task.  The IRS estimates 
that it takes a first-time 501(c)(3) appli-
cant in excess of 30 hours just to com-
plete the paperwork and they recom-
mend utilization of a tax attorney in 
doing so.  In addition it will take the 
IRS roughly 3 to 5 months to examine 
and approve the 501(c)(3) application 
depending upon the personal workload 
of the IRS agent assigned.  There is 
also a rather hefty filing fee that must 
accompany the application.  Once es-
tablished there is an annual reporting 
requirement to maintain this tax ex-
emption. 
 
What this means to you: 
 
Unfortunately, this means that contri-
butions and donations made to the 
chapter are at present, not tax deducti-
ble on your income tax return. 
 

A View From Above  
Jason Proctor, President 

I  posted this same information to our 
chapter list server a short while 
back.  If this is redundant for most 
of you please accept my apologies.  

However, given the important and immi-
nent nature of this subject I felt it appro-
priate to issue a repeat notice via the 
newsletter.  Next month I’ll offer some-
thing lighter and hopefully a bit more 
entertaining. 
 
Tax time is approaching and there have 
been several recent inquiries from our 
members as to the "tax exempt" status of 
our chapter.  This topic has been the sub-
ject of a recent and extensive review by 
the board. 
 
A summary of our present situation is 
this: 
 
Chapter 1114 was founded as a non-
profit organization but not a "charitable" ��������������������  

o n the taxiway to Runway 5 at 
Raleigh-Durham airport.  I 
had not been flying for a 
month or so.  Sitting next to 

me was my instructor, Bob Farrington.  
Although I was legal to fly in every way, 
I liked to take my instructor along for 
company and as a safety pilot.  It was a 
typical sunny afternoon on a summer 
weekend. 
 
Our ride for the day was my trusty 
Cessna 172.  Actually I owned one share 
of it but the other people did not fly very 
much.  It was like having your own air-
plane.  The Cessna was a 1963 model 
with a lot of hours on the six-cylinder 
Continental engine.  It was blue and 
white although that did not make it fly 
any faster.  The manual flaps had four 
notches.  The last notch would cause the  

So There I Was … 
Dave Courtney 

If you have donated money to the chap-
ter, please keep this in mind when filing 
your tax return. 
 
My hope is that this will not prevent our 
many generous benefactors from contrib-
uting financially to the continued growth 
of our organization.  However, I do feel 
it is my responsibility to clearly commu-
nicate our present IRS status to the mem-
bership. 
 
Where we go from here: 
 
The board is reviewing the cost (time, 
money, and book keeping) required to 
establish and maintain 501(c)(3) status.  
This cost will be weighed against the 
potential benefit to the membership, 
keeping in mind the burden imposed on 
our volunteer treasurer and secretary.  To 
put it simply, this is not something we'll 
decide upon or establish in the near term.  
However, it remains an open item under 
review. 

 
Your intrepid reporter was at Southern 
Jet a week or so ago, minding my OWN 
business, thank you very much, when I 
saw our own Dan Baun standing in the 
lobby talking on a cell phone! 
 
Turns out that he had just arrived from 
Phoenix, having flown his new RV-8 
home to NC, where it belongs! And it’s a 
beauty . . . 

 
 

Dan Baun’s NEW RV-8!! 
Tom Sisk 

Dan’s RV-8  Right Front 

Dan’s RV-8  Right Rear Dan’s FINE Panel! 

Continued p. 6 
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EAA Trivia question of the month:   (You may challenge 
the accuracy of the answers by forwarding your corrections to Byron J. 
Covey. Byron wanted $20 per challenge, but nah… hey, he knew the 
job was dangerous when he took it!) 
 
Best known today for his fabric covering system, he was one of the early and 
prolific homebuilt designers.  Who is he?  Name at least two of his designs.  
(The answers appear on page 7 of the newsletter.) 

EAA Chapter E-Gram News: 
A MESSAGE FROM 
EAA FOUNDER, PAUL POBEREZNY 
 

I  guess as Willie Nelson would say 
in his song, we are "on the road 
again." A new beginning for some 
newly-elected Chapter presidents 

and officers as well as old (and we don't 
mean of age). But I guess old is a nice 
experience as we learn more 
about our fellow human beings. 
 
As mentioned by EAA Headquarters in a 
recent email, I offered to be of help to 
our Chapter Program and share some of 
the articles I came across while reading 
Chapter newsletters (which over the 
years has been thousands). I know of no 
other aviation organization that has ac-
complished so much for the good of avia-
tion with our 950+ EAA Chapters - 
maybe they should be called "churches" 
with many denominations of varied inter-
ests of aviation. 
  
For me, it is difficult to realize how 
quickly my life has passed by for it was 
more than half of a century ago when 
Ray Stits of Riverside, California stated 
that he would like to form the first EAA 
Chapter (1953). Others followed; some 
failed along the way maybe due to a lack 
of enthusiasm, leadership or not enough 
local interest. But then some encouraging 
leadership appeared and the chapter was 
reborn. 
 
Many years ago some members objected 
to their aircraft being called 
"experimental." It was felt that 
"experimental" was a word degrading 
their handy work. I suggested the word 
"custom-built" (I even mentioned it to 
FAA on one of my many visits to Wash-
ington). My FAA friends told me it 
would be difficult to change, dollar-wise 
and any forthcoming regulation could 
conceivably be more restrictive than 
what we were enjoying at the time. The 
issue was brought to the membership. 
The word "experimental" was the word 
of choice and as we can see today, has 
had no negative impact on this wonderful 
movement, working with hand and mind, 
to be creative, and to explore through the 
freedoms we as aircraft homebuilders 
have earned by its safety record and qual-
ity of workmanship. One only has to look 
at what you/we - the experimenters, far-
reaching thinkers, craftsmen and women 
have accomplished: non-stop flights, 

non-refueled around the world, flights 
into space and thousands of designs 
operating with a very reasonable safety 
record and the many aviation compa-
nies, large and small, supplying kits, 
hardware, engines, propellers etc. 
 
Some times I have wondered who are 
we? I know what the letters E.A.A. 
stand for - Experimental Aircraft Asso-
ciation - but what is it that brings us 
together? It came to me while reading 
Chapter newsletters and attending fly-
ins or Chapter meetings. We are an 
aeronautical, educational and social 
group. Each of these elements bring us 
together and if we take one of these 
elements away, I don't think we would 
be the wonderful family we are and 
aviation is richer for it. That large 
growing family now extends around the 
world. We will continue to read your 
Chapter newsletters and will share with 
you and your Chapter newsletter editor 
some of the fine articles we read in 
other newsletters. Maybe we can re-
duce the ever increasing plea of news-
letter editors to their own Chapter 
members stating "I can't print any-
thing if you don't send in anything." 
[Emphasis added!] EAA Chapters rep-
resent a lifeline of communication 
between its members and EAA Head-
quarters. 
 
Let's keep the lines of communication 
open and rest assured we're reading 
your Chapter newsletters. 
 
Sincerely, 
Paul H. Poberezny 
Founder and Chairman of the Board 
 
From the editor: 
I am ALWAYS looking for articles and 
ideas, photos and news from you folks, 
so PLEASE send articles and ideas in! 

���  

 

I  don’t normally make telephone 
calls at 0500, but it seemed appro-
priate this Saturday morning, so I 
called Jim Dukeman.  Our brief 

conversation ended with Jim saying, 
“Have a good flight.”  I was optimistic 
that I would do just that.  Jim had veri-
fied that the weather was forecast to be 
good, and that neither the President nor a 
presidential hopeful was going to steal 
airspace from my intended route.  After a 
few minutes of punching buttons on the 
Garmin 195, I had a new route ready to 
activate.  It would steer me clear of re-
stricted airspace, take me over the edge 
of that giant South Georgia spring 
known as the Okefenokee Swamp, then 
deposit me at Albert Whitted Airport in 
downtown St. Petersburg, FL.  (I know – 
the 195 is an antique.  But it still works 
just fine, and it is paid for, so I continue 
to use it.) 
 
It was freezing – literally – as I pre-
flighted N7732B at Fuquay Angier air-
port, for my annual flight to sunny Flor-
ida.  Thoughts of warm weather moti-
vated me to keep moving.  The fuel 
pump worked, and I remembered to shut 
off the pump suction line valve per the 
faded note, and soon we were at the end 
of runway 32 announcing our intentions 
to commit aviation.  N7332B had a new 
cylinder and a load of straight mineral 
oil.  Scott had said to keep the power 
above 2400 RPM for the first few hours.  
Not a problem – I like to make lots of 
noise.  Acceleration in the cool, dry air 
was better then normal, and the initial 
rate of climb exceeded 1,000 FPM.  My 
cruise climb speed of 80 knots produced 
800 + FPM all the way up to 6,500. 
 
Since I would be staying in Florida for 

A Flight to St. Petersburg 
Byron Covington 
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several days of business, I had a larger-
than-normal pile of stuff in the baggage 
area. The aft center of gravity was within 
limits and would reduce the trim drag 
and increase my top speed slightly, in 
theory.  Emphasis on “slightly.”  Visibil-
ity on the first leg was excellent – up to 
40 miles at times, and never under 30.  
Only forest fires, lots of them, were re-
ducing visibility, but I was above the 
smoke.  Not only that, the smoke was 
actually going in the same direction that I 
was.  Passing Fort Bragg, the GPS indi-
cated a ground speed of 117 knots with 
an indicated airspeed of 100 knots.  Not 
bad, but it got even better at Rocking-
ham: 122 knots ground speed.  140 MPH 
in a 152 is rare, and I enjoyed it while it 
lasted. 
 
Descending into Statesboro, Georgia, I 
entered the pattern behind two other air-
planes for a refuel stop.  The self-service 
pump worked the second time, and I 
topped off with 100LL.  Instead of print-
ing a receipt, the pump flashed the mes-
sage “RECEIPT AVAILABLE IN THE 
OFFICE.”  It wasn’t.  The line boy was 
not allowed to write receipts, and the 
manager doesn’t work on Saturdays.  
According to AirNav, KTBR provides 
major airframe and powerplant services, 
and has self-service fuel 24/7.  Just not 
receipts, I guess. 
 
While eating the bologna sandwich that 
Ida May had packed for me, I calculated 
the fuel consumption.  Happy to comply 
with Scott’s recommendation, I had kept 
the power at or above 2450 RPM for the 
entire flight right up to entering the pat-
tern for landing.  The consumption aver-
aged 6.77 GPH.  With the original 
McCauley (Cessna) propeller, a cruise at 
2450 RPM wouldn’t have been possible.  
The McCauley averaged 6.0 GPH on 
cross-country flights at 2300 RPM.  
 
Climbing out of Statesboro at 1000+ 
FPM validated the decision to install the 
Sensenich propeller.  I still have the op-
tion of flying more slowly to burn less 
fuel.  Unfortunately, the smoke from the 
ever-present forest fires was no longer 
going my way.  Although climbing at 80 
knots indicated, the GPS continued to 
show lower ground speeds.  I leveled 
briefly at 3,000 feet to get a check: 104 
knots indicated produced 84 knots over 
the ground.  At 4,500 feet, it was not as 
bad: 100 knots indicated yielded 94 GPS. 
It seems that each time I spend the six or 

so hours in 32B making the flight to or 
from Florida, there is at least one 
memorable event.  On this trip, it hap-
pened in South Georgia, with the sun 
directly overhead.  Visibility remained 
excellent.  I used the scale of the GPS 
display to verify that the distance to 
visible landmarks was 50 plus nautical 
miles.  One of the arrow-straight con-
trails above was perfectly aligned with 
my heading, and slightly West of my 
course.  I set the Garmin aside, and 
used the contrail for heading reference.  
As it drifted to the East, it aligned di-
rectly above me right down my head-
ing.  When it did, it cast a vertical 
shadow from 5 miles above that envel-
oped me, went down to the ground, and 
continued on the ground as a dark strip 
showing me exactly where I was going.  
It was a rare and entertaining sight that 
lasted about five seconds before the 
contrail drifted east of my course and 
the shadow disappeared.  Only other 
pilots or front seat passengers have the 
opportunity to see something like that. 
 
The rest of the flight to Williston was 
routine, other than a slight course de-
viation.  My planned route would have 
taken me over the East side of the Oke-
fenokee Swamp at 6,500 feet.  Since I 
had decided to stay at 4,500 feet, I 
cheated to the East of the GPS course.  
I have a strong preference to stay 
within gliding distance of dry ground.   
 
I refueled at Williston for $3.20 per 
gallon, and pressed on to St. Peters-
burg.  Son-in-law Eric was monitoring 
the Whitted tower, so Ellen, Natalie 
and Eric were there to greet me when I 
landed.  I shut down 32B in her winter 
tie-down spot, opened the door and was 
greeted by a future pilot.  (See photo.) 
What a day. 
 
Byron Covington    N7332B 
 

Since the last club update on my project, 
I completed the forward fuselage and 
joined it with the aft fuselage.  Wow, it 
really is starting to look like an airplane!  
With the two fuselage halves joined, it 
was time to attach and rig the wings.  For 
this task, I had to move the whole fuse-
lage outside for more room.  A canopy 
was used to protect the cockpit area from 
the elements……and it did rain a few 
days.   

With the Wings rigged and drilled the 
wings were removed and the fuselage 
was once again placed in the garage 
workshop and everything was riveted in 
placed.  The Gear was installed and the 
fuselage is now sitting on its legs.  Work 
now moved to the cockpit area.  The con-
trol stick assembly was installed as was 
the seat pan assembly.  Now I can sit in 
the plane and make engine noise!  
 
 I’m still working toward mounting the 
Jabiru 3300 120 h.p. engine, but I’m not 
there yet.  Continuing to work in the 
cockpit, the main fuel tank was installed, 
as was the glareshield.  Before final in-
stallation of the fuel tank, the rudder ped-
als were installed.  For the past month, 
I’ve been working on the panel, and I’ve 
just started working on the wiring.  I’ve 
just recently gone over 900 hours.  If 
anyone wants to see more photographs 
check out either my builder’s log at 
http://www.mykitlog.com/mcrowder or 
my photo site at http://www.pbase.com/
sonex293/sonex293 
 
 
Michael Crowder 

Cont’d from p. 3 

Byron Covington and future co-pilot! 

Michael Crowder’s Sonex 
An Up-Date! 
Michael Crowder 

Michael Taking It Outside 
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 I just wanted to take the time to thank 
everyone who participates in the Young 
Eagles program.  My daughter Megan 
has benefited greatly from the Young 
Eagle dollars many of you earned by 
flying youth.  Special thanks to Jim and 
Sandy Dukeman who facilitated the 
“Eagle dollar” transfer.  (Megan has her 
own thank you below. ) 
 
As a result of her participation in this 
Springs EAA Coffey Gregory weekend 
for girls and the Air Academy Advanced 
Camp, which occurred  this summer dur-
ing Air Venture, the aviation bug has 
bitten her. She has started training for her 
Private Ticket at Lake Ridge, with a goal 
of completing training prior to high 
school graduation this Spring.  She is 
also applying to schools which offer ma-
jors in aviation and business.  You might 
not be aware that both of these EAA 
camps stress all aspects of aviation re-
lated careers and not just cockpit jobs.  
(Based on her general disposition she 
could have a future with ATC ). She 
seems to be aggressively exploring them 
all and is establishing an impressive rolo-
dex of contacts.  While at the advanced 
camp, she spent time in aircraft building 
workshops covering all basic types of 
construction and is now quite the expert.   
Upon returning she observed that I was 
over spraying primer on one of my    
Zenith parts.   She was actually correct in 
the assessment and suggested we didn’t 
need the additional weight. (Air Acad-
emy might have created a monster… I 
now have a teenager  that  actually does  
“know it all”).  Her teenage experience 
has been greatly impacted by EAA and 
the members of the local chapter.  Had it 
not been for the information forwarded 
on the 1114 list, she would not have 
learned of the Coffey Gregory camp for 
girls, nor applied for the scholarship.  
The Scholarship awarded her free tuition 
to the camp, membership in EAA,  and to 
two on-line courses (valued at $850.00).  
Completion of the second one allows her 
to take the Private Pilot Knowledge Test, 
in addition to earning up to six college 
credits. Attending the first camp this 
spring provided her the opportunity to 
travel across the country by herself and 
generated the enthusiasm for the second 
camp and potential career interests.  
None of these opportunities would have 
been accessible to her if it had not been 

Once a member has flown ten Young 
Eagles, each child flown  earns an “Eagle 
Dollar” for the Chapter, so if you fly 14 
Young Eagles, you earn $14 Eagle Dol-
lars. These Eagle Dollars can be used to 
help subsidize the sending of Young Ea-
gles to the various aviation related activi-
ties, like Air Academy. In addition, 
Members also pitch in to provide funding 
for transportation to and from these ac-
tivities for the kids involved! 
 
This chapter has done much to promote 
aviation amongst the young folks, and I 
know that we’ll continue to do even 
more. Toward that end, Aerial Pursuits 
will publish, on a monthly basis, the up-
coming Young Eagles rallies! Now we’ll 
all know what is coming up and can ad-
just our schedules accordingly to let us 
take part! The kids will all appreciate it! 

for the LOCAL EAA chapters.  
Whether Megan continues to pursue 
her current interest or takes another 
path in the future, I am certain these 
confidence- and career-building oppor-
tunities have benefited her greatly.  
Thank you all so much.  Phill Hartig  

 
Megan’s words:  
Thank you so much for allowing me to 
have the opportunity to go to the Air 
Academy. I had an amazing time and 
learned so much! I was able to go to the 
air shows, as well as take shop classes. 
I had wonderful teachers, one of which 
won Grand Champion this year at Air 
Venture. I was able to fly in a Glastar, 
build a wing rib, weld, make a fiber-
glass clipboard, hotwire foam, make a 
spark plug holder out of sheet metal, 
and successfully complete my Opera-
tion Aviation mission. In the mission I 
was designated the pilot and we had a 
budget and had to calculate the money 
we would spend on gas, as well as the 
money we used to buy supplies for the  
“city” that was in distress.  It was 
something very new to me because I 
have not flown many simulators or had 
to calculate or navigate like that before.  
I also had classroom lectures that were 
interesting. We learned about compa-
nies like Boeing, as well as lift, drag, 
Zulu time, METARs and TAFs. My 
time at the Air Academy was well 
spent. I enjoyed every minute of it and 
plan on applying for an internship there 
for two months next summer. I loved 
the environment and the people. I am 
excited about my flying lessons and the 
online ground course I take at school. 
The course I am taking counts towards 
my high school credits as well as col-
lege credits. I am thankful for the 
chance I had to spend at the Air Acad-
emy because it helped me realize the 
passion I have for flying and aviation. I 
can not wait to start accumulating 
hours, I look forward to every minute 
of it!! Thanks Again!       Megan Hartig 

Thank You, Air Academy! 
By Phill and Megan Hartig 

Megan Hartig at Air Academy  

How It Works: 
Eagle Dollars 

and attention Jack had given this Coman-
che over the last 30 years, I could not 
resist buying it. It is in near perfect con-
dition with low hours since rebuild on all 
major components.  

Jack claims it has not sat outside more 
that 8 days in 30 years.  With 15 pounds 
of documentation behind the plane and 
every flight Jack ever made in the air-
frame log book, I feel confident there 
will be no ugly surprises at annual 
time.  How-ever, I am not so confident 
about my ability to fly a complex air-
plane.  The Super Cub has spoiled me.  I 
fly it with the ease that I use to ride a 
bicycle. With the Comanche, I must plan, 

Normark continued from p. 1 

Ron’s, uh, WHITE Comanche …  
with Red TRIM ... 
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think ahead and use checklists.  The 
landing gear on the Comanche is not 
“down and welded” like the Cub. Mani-
fold pressure, prop control and fuel 
pump crowd the checklist for this old 
Cub driver.  Fortunately, Cecil Edgerton 
CFI,  keeps me out of trouble for the 
time being.  With that said, the Coman-
che is lovely to fly, I just do not feel it in 
the bottom of my pants like I do the 
Cub.  Oh, the Comanche is easy to 
spot.  It is white with LOTS of red trim! 

March 17th EAA1114 Meeting 

RICK SUEHR 
   Bill Terrill, Program Chairman  

CHAPTER NEWS       
The Young Eagle flyers are still going at it gangbusters - they just flew a couple dozen Boy Scouts in Louisburg! More on this next 
month! 
 
Is that it, you ask? Is that ALL that’s been going on?? Well, probably not - BUT I don’t know to put it in here if Y’ALL don’t tell me 
about it!  I’m looking forward to a more robust Chapter News section next month!! 

Stay tuned!  

Short Final… from AVWeb.com  
Overheard in IFR Magazine's "On the Air" 
 
This comes from a search and rescue pilot at Canadian Forces Base in Bagotville, Quebec. It happened late one night during bad 
weather, as heard over the tower radio: 

Helicopter pilot:  Roger, I'm holding at 3,000 feet over the beacon. 

Second voice: (Panic in voice) No, you can't be doing that...I'm holding at 3,000 feet over that beacon. 

Helicopter pilot:  (Short pause) You idiot, you're my copilot. 

Rick Suehr is a former Marine Corps F-4 Wild Weasel pilot who flew in Vietnam in 1966, 1968 and 1969 - get ready to fly the 
friendly skies of Southeast Asia with a combat tested Marine Fighter Pilot! 

Normark Adventure cont’d from p. 5 

Cessna to stoop just like a real hawk on 
final approach.   
The radios were notable since they were 
the original ARC radios and it was now 
the early 1980s. 
 
Bob was a good, fun loving instructor 
with a very distinctive voice.  I attributed 
the voice to his career as a radio an-
nouncer.  Bob was always teaching, even 

when he was just riding shotgun.  He 
would let you get far enough into trou-
ble to know that is where you were - in 
trouble.  Then he would help you figure 
your way out of the mess.  I was in that 
awkward stage of flying.  I had my 
private certificate.  I knew that I 
wanted an instrument rating, but I did 
not have the required experience.  So I 
flew with Bob to get the experience and 
the pointers. 
 
Today we were going to go to several 
airports to practice my transitions be-
tween flying and landing.  My ap-
proaches were good, but my landings 
were arrivals.  As we taxied down to 
the end of the runway, I kept one ear 
tuned to the tower.  One controller was 
working both ground and tower.  Al-
though it did not seem real busy, there 
were a few planes in the air approach-
ing Raleigh to land.  My Cessna was 
known as 5613 Tango.  While we were 
doing the run up, going through the 
checklist, I heard another Cessna call 
the tower from about 15 miles out.  It 
was Cessna 5613 Queen. 

I finished the run up and reported 5613 
Tango ready to depart.  In only a moment 
the tower cleared us onto the runway to 
launch our flight.  Cessna 5613 Tango 
had a leisurely acceleration factor even 
with the throttle pushed to the panel.  We 
had just lifter off when the radio blared, 
“Cessna 5613 Tango, report the airport in 
sight.”  I looked at Bob and with a sly 
grin he said, “I’ll handle this one.”  
“Cessna 5613 Tango reports level at fifty 
feet and opposite the tower.  We have the 
airport in sight.  What would you like us 
to do?”  There was a long pause.  
“Cessna, 5613 Queen, report the airport 
in sight.  Cessna 5613 Tango, is that you 
Bob?  Switch to departure and get out of 
here.”  So we did. 
 
It was a great day for flying.  The air was 
smooth.  My landings were good.  I 
never did see what Cessna 5613 Queen 
looked like.  I was never asked to report 
the airport below me again.  Sometimes I 
did not know what the airport below me 
was, but that is a story for another time.  
Fly safe, fly often. 

So There I Was … cont’d from p. 2 

Dave Courtney 
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March 10 - KLHZ Franklin County - 
Boy Scout Young Eagles event.  
 
March 31 - KLHZ Franklin County - a 
BIG event - Airport open house AND a 
Car Show! Food, cars and airplane rides, 
what more could you want?? 
 
April 14 - KBUY Burlington - Food tent 
will be in operation!  
 
 

 

EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2007-2008  
President    Jason Proctor  367-8947 jproctor6@nc.rr.com 
Vice-President    Sam Arbes  363-6973 sarbes@nc.rr.com 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com        
Secretary    John Bane  929-4227 bane@unc.edu 
Treasurer    Ed Savage  387-8126  egs@egsavage.com 
Chapter Apparel    Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@bellsouth.net  
Tech Counselor     Jack Phillips  363-9459 pietflyr@bellsouth.net 
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor     Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  David Williams   481-1041  david@wildon.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Tom Sisk  218-8956 etsisk@nc.rr.com  

Copyright 2007 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aerial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ed Savage, 108 Parkspring Ct., Cary, NC 27519. 
Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Newsletter Editor, Tom Sisk, P. O. Box 9234, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
(919) 218-8956 

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    . ..your $100 hamburger resource  
 
March 10th EAA Chapter 506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter Clubhouse, Johnston County Airport (JNX) 
March 15-18 KGSO International Cessna 195 Club Fly-in, Greensboro, NC 
March 17th EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 12 noon, Cox Field, Program: Rick Suehr F-4 Wild Weasel 
April 14th EAA Chapter 506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter Clubhouse, Johnston County Airport (JNX) 
April 17-23 Sun ‘N Fun, Lakeland, Florida (KLAL)  www.sun-n-fun.org 
April 21st EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 12 noon, Cox Field, Program: TBA 
April 21-22 KNBC Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort Air Show, Beaufort, SC 
April 27-29 KLFI Langley Air Force Base Air Show, Hampton Roads, VA 
May 4-6  KBUY Vintage Aircraft Association Spring Fly-In, Burlington, NC 
May 18-20 KLBT Mid-Atlantic Fly-in and Sport Aviation Convention, Lumberton, NC www.mafsac.com 
July 23-29 KOSH EAA Airventure, Wittman Field, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  Farm-
ville Regional Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’ Club Grille 

Trivia Answer: 
Ray Stitts designed the 2 seat tandem Flut-R-Bug, the 1 and 2 
seat versions of the Playboy, the 2 or 3 place folding wing Play-
mate, and the high wing 2 place the SkyCoupe,  

 
 

Shorts Skyvan - 
I don’t think they came 

from the factory like 
this! 

 

JUST BECAUSE 
It Looks So COOL ... 

Young Eagles Schedule 
 



   March 2007        8        Aerial Pursuits 

 

 

Next Meeting  
When:  Saturday, March 17, 8:00 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  Fly/Drive-In Breakfast Meeting  
Program: Rick Suehr F4 Wild Weasel Pilot 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Tom Sisk 
P. O. Box 9234 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

Aerial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81)  

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’ 
Runway: 9/27, 2400’ turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 
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