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February Meeting 
Greg Rolle, Aviation Spe-
cialist, The Bahamas 

O ur esteemed Program Chair-
man, Bill Terrill, succeeded 
once again in providing us 
with an interesting program 

last month. Having learned at Oshkosh 
last year that the Bahamian government 
had stepped up its efforts to promote and 
simplify flying into and around their is-
lands, Bill invited Greg Rolle, Chief 
Aviation Specialist for the Bahamian 
Ministry of Tourism, to speak to our 
Chapter. To Bill’s surprise, he received 
an immediate acceptance and Greg 
would come specially up to Cox Field 
from The Bahamas! 

While most of us are aware that the 
islands lie only a short distance from the 
Florida coast (the shortest overwater 
stretch, from Ft. Lauderdale to Bimini, is 
a mere 50 nm), many assumed that an 
international flight would require great 
bureaucracy, special fees and question-
able availability of fuel and services once  
landed.  

Greg, a multi-engined rated pilot 
himself, described how things have 
changed dramatically in recent years.  
“Our government has spent millions in 
recent years to make our country an at-
tractive destination for you. All public 
airfields have a public telephone and 
calls to WX-BRIEF are free. We have 
instituted an ‘Aviation Red Carpet Ser-
vice’ , the ‘Bahamas Host Program’ and a 
‘Visitors Bill of Rights’  to educate every-
one involved in tourism on the impor-
tance of private pilots. When using pub-
lic airports you will not be charged any 
fees for landing, overtime for airport 
employees, or tiedowns, although some 
of the private airfields may do this. “  

Since 90% of all flights into the Ba-
hamas are from the US, ICAO 
(European) flight rules have been 
dropped in favor of FAA rules. This also 
means that the FAA may perform ramp 
checks at Port-of-Entry (POE) airfields. 

Above, left: Greg Rolle made the 
trip to Cox Field from The Baha-
mas at the request of Bill Terrill. 
Above: Of the 700 islands in The 
Bahamas, 14 have one or more 
public-use airfields. Numerous 
other private airstrips exist. Below: 
The Glass Window Bridge on 
Eleuthera is one of the many spec-
tacular sites in The Bahamas (the 
author can attest to its beauty 
from the ground, too).  

Above: Aircraft participating in 
one of the ‘Bahamas Fly-Ins’, a 
great way to experience flying to 
the islands over a weekend, with 
Greg Rolle and his colleagues han-
dling all the formalities. Wouldn’t 
this make a great Chapter outing? 

While it is possible to fly directly 
from other states, Greg recommends 
taking the shortest overwater route 
from east central Florida. “All you need 
to enter the Bahamas is an approved 
flotation device for each person on 
board, you must activate a flight plan 
before leaving Florida and prior to ar-
riving in The Bahamas, and you must 
fill out the customs form C7A”.  As for 
any flight outside the US, 12”  registra-
tion number are necessary on the side 
of your aircraft, Greg reminded us. 

“Once you arrive at a POE, you’ ll 
need to close your flight plan and regis-
ter at Customs, where you will need 
your pilot’s certificate and your pass-
port.  As far as what you do from then 
on, we like to say that The Bahamas 
will take your money and send you 
home with a smile.”  

Only two airports, Nassau and 
Grand Bahama, are controlled. All oth-
ers use left-hand patterns and the fre-
quency 122.8 for communications. 
While not all airports have fuel, one is 
never more than 15 minutes flying time 
to a field with fuel. As far as mainte-
nance is concerned, mechanics based in 
Nassau fly out to other airfields with 
parts as needed; costs are comparable 
to those in the US. 

All this information and more may 
be found on Greg’s excellent web site, 
www.bahamas.com > What To Do > 
Private Flying. It’s better in The Baha-
mas, and that goes for flying, too! 
 

EAA 1114 
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The View from Above 
Denny Mercer, President 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

R ita and I (mostly Rita) have 
been fortunate to have found a 
young man to do some work 
around the homestead.  It is 

work that is either too much for this old 
man or is too unattractive for me to at-
tempt.  Rita will have protection and feed 
for her hundreds of plants because the 
young man uses the tractor-powered 
chipper/shredder to mulch the leaves and 
branches he has previously raked into 
great piles.   

Raking and mulching tons of leaves 
is the least of what he does.  He digs 
holes for new plantings, transplants 
bushes with great root-balls that I can’ t 
lift and uses an axe to split for trans-
planting large clumps of decorative 
grasses.  (Members:  Want some beauti-
ful, FREE miscanthus grasses, come to 
our house on the airport.)  He learns 
quickly.  He shows up on time, he never 
stops until a task is complete.  He washes 
my airplane, Tom’s plane and our cars.  
I make a dusty mess in my workshop.  He 
makes the mess disappear before I show-
up the next morning to start the cycle all 
over again.  Then, he smiles and thanks 
us for letting him work so hard.   

Needless to say, we have learned to 
love him.  Chris Reed is the young man’s 
name, a high school junior, and you have 
met him if you attended either of the last 

two chapter meetings, for I proudly 
introduced him as a new member.  I 
made a gift to him of EAA membership.  
He, with his own money, joined the 
Chapter.   

Chris and I have done a bit of fly-
ing in my RV-7, the first experience in a 
light aircraft for him.  He loves it and 
particularly likes it when I gently roll 
the airplane.  He does a credible job of 
controlling the RV while we cruise 
around.  He thinks my landings are a 
work-of-art!  “ What great skill it must 
take to land this thing so easily in that 
crosswind,”  he very seriously said the 
other day.  I sat up taller and smiled 
when he flattered me so.  Then he 
thanked me as he started removing 
accumulated leading-edge-bugs after 
we landed and deplaned.   

The truth of the matter is I owe 
much to my new, young friend.  He is 
allowing me to relive my youthful ex-
citement with flying.  As I continue to 
do, he delights in the view from the 
cockpit.  He is fascinated with the in-
struments that adorn my panel and is 
anxious to learn their function.  I as-
sign an altitude when he is flying and 
he strives mightily to comply, which is 
no easy job for fledgling or journey-
man.   

He tends to “ keep his head in the 
cockpit”  too long when given an alti-
tude or heading assignment, but didn’ t 
we all?  Chris is learning some of the 
subtle nuances necessary in becoming 
a pilot and I am having fun.  Soon we 
will try to teach him to land the RV-7.  

However, very soon I must forego my 
most enjoyable attempts at instructing 
before I teach him bad habits, of which I 
may have more than a few. 

The next step, of course, is to get a 
certified flight instructor (CFI) to prop-
erly teach Chris.  Someone such as Tom 
Rudisill or Gary Wilser or Gene Weaver, 
to name just a few of our Chapter 1114 
members, are excellent, greatly experi-
enced CFIs.  (I wish I were a CFI, but, 
becoming one is a formidable task and I 
am too old and tired to take on that chal-
lenge.)  Of course, learning to fly has 
always been an expensive undertaking 
what with the cost of rental aircraft (and 
formal flight instruction is prohibited in 
a homebuilt aircraft, so, I can’ t volunteer 
my RV for that exercise).   

Circumstances like this is where I 
see the value of the new Light Sport Air-
craft (LSA) initiative.  Relatively inex-
pensive-to-operate planes, in which 
youngsters (and oldsters) may acquire ab 
initio training at a lesser cost, are arriv-
ing on the scene in great numbers.  One 
can learn the basics and garner experi-
ence with the somewhat restrictive LSA 
license, then move on to a Private Pilots 
License when their skills and fortunes 
increase. 

I commenced this dissertation with 
the thought of relating the pleasure one 
receives from introducing non-pilots to 
the near bliss of flight in a light airplane.  
And I will end with the words from an old 
TV commercial: 

Try it.  You’ ll like it! 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

Pinal Airpark, where Starships go to die—Not too long ago, a Beech Starship was based at RDU. This unique design, 
inspired by the Vari-Eze and designed by Burt Rutan for Beech, was an impressive sight amongst more traditional air-
craft seen in the pattern at RDU. After ending its lackluster production, Beech made the unusual move to reacquire all of 
the aircraft for eventual destruction. They may still be seen at the ‘secret’ aircraft burial grounds, Pinal Airpark (KMZJ). 
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Tail Wheel Adventures 
(That I could have done without!) 
George Abbott 
 

W hen I started flying tail wheels 
were all there were, unless you 
counted Bonanzas, Navions 
and Ercoupes. In those days it 

was no big deal to do a ground loop if you 
were going slow enough, and weren’ t in a 
Luscombe. Luscombes had pretty fragile 
landing gear before the Silflex gear and 
wouldn’ t take a lot of side load. A ground 
loop in a Luscombe at anything more than a 
walk generally meant wing and maybe land-
ing gear damage. 

I clearly remember one ground loop at 
Morristown, NJ in a PA-18. The wind and the 
paved runway got ahead of me and I pro-
ceeded majestically backwards off the runway 
and between the runway lights. I was just 
sitting there, collecting my thoughts. The 
FBO, this was way before Morristown got to 
be as grand as it is now, approached and be-
gan to berate me. I was really in no mood to 
put up with this so I advanced the throttle and 
took off on the grass, and I guess hit the guy 
with the stabilizer. It was a rented airplane, 
and when I got back to Somerset Hills the 
Morristown guy had called the Somerset Hills 
FBO to raise hell. There was no love lost 
between Morristown and Somerset Hills; my 
guy thought it was the funniest thing in the 
world and for weeks told the story to all the 
airport bums with great relish. 

When I moved to Poughkeepsie from NJ 
in 1961, a friend and I bought a 1956 172 
which we based at Dutchess County in the 
summer and at Kingston-Ulster in the winter, 
where there was a hangar available. Dutchess 
County had a J-3 for rent which I flew quite 
often and Kingston had a Champ which I also 
used to fly. One day I flew into Rhinebeck in 
the Champ and on the return to Kingston as 
soon as I touched down the airplane went off 
the runway and into the weeds. The heel 
brakes were useless and I was just along for 
the ride. Fortunately there was no damage. 
One of the tail wheel springs had parted in the 
middle. The airplane did not have the com-
pression springs that are pretty common now; 
I don’ t know if they were available then. Ap-
parently it had rusted, and finally failed. 

At the time I moved to Raleigh in 1965 I 
bought out my partner and traded the 172 on a 
brand new 150F. I got my instrument rating in 
the 150 and had some memorable adventures 
thereafter. I traded the 150 on a ’67 Cherokee 
180C in about 1970, and then got involved in 
building an AeroSport Scamp around 1974. 
The Scamp was a very small metal biplane 
powered by a VW engine. When I finished 
the Scamp in 1975 I based it at Bobby Cox’s. 
After about 20 hours I decided to try some 
aerobatics. I fell out of the top of a loop and 
when I recovered the engine had quit. (VWs 
don’ t windmill!) I had no place to put the 
airplane but in the tops of some tall pine trees 

down by Holly Springs. When the dust 
settled I ended up in the hospital for a cou-
ple of months. 

After I got out of the hospital I flew 
the Cherokee with an instructor just to see if 
I was snake bit. I wasn’ t. I then searched 
around for another open cockpit airplane, 
settling on a Corben Baby Ace built by 
Henry Varner in Henderson. Henry had put 
the Ace on it’s back doing the drunken pilot 
routine at the grand opening of the Hender-
son Oxford airport. He had repaired it and 
signed it off. I didn’ t know the full extent of 
the damage till I re-covered the airplane 
some 20 years later. Anyhow, I bought the 
airplane and based it at Bobby’s in 1976. 

I had a number of tail wheel adven-
tures with the Ace. After the hangars blew 
down at Bobby’s in 1978 I moved the air-
plane to Luther, now known as Deck, shar-
ing a hangar there. One day on rollout at 
Luther I heard a great noise from the rear of 
the airplane, all kinds of bumping and 
scraping. Turned out that main bolt at the 
front of the tail wheel spring had pulled out 
entirely followed by the whole tail wheel 
assembly which was trailing behind the 
airplane. There was considerable fabric 
damage but little else. I called Charlie Deck 
and he advised that I contact Doug Morgan 
who he said was the best aircraft welder 
around. Doug welded the bolt and bracket 
back into place for me. We had a long dis-
cussion about Doug’s early experiences 
with an old time mechanic in Staten Island 
NY, and in particular the hazards of weld-
ing fabric airplanes doped with nitrate dope. 
Fortunately my airplane was finished with 
butyrate and auto enamel which was quite 
fire resistant. Thus started a long friendship 
with Doug, continuing to this day. 

Another time the tail spring broke in 
half resulting in a de-facto tail skid. It’s 
amazing how quick a tail skid will slow you 
down! This happened at Kennebec so I 
collected all the debris, picked up the tail 
and walked the plane to the end of the run-
way. Full down elevator picked the tail up 
immediately and I flew home to Bobby’s. A 
wheel landing kept the tail up until the air-
plane had slowed down, minimizing the rut 
in the runway. No taxiing of course! 

The next tail wheel adventure with the 
Ace involved a Matco tail wheel that I sub-
stituted for the Maule that came with the 
airplane. The Matco was much lighter and I 
thought just looked much nicer. I had the 
Matco on the airplane for a few years. One 
day landing on 27 at Bobby’s on roll out the 
airplane decided to head for bushes just past 
the gas pump, went into the little ditch there 
and up on it’s nose. $900 and change for a 
new wood prop! It turned out that the 
Matco tail wheel was unlocking and going 
into full swivel under certain conditions. I 
took it apart and discovered that the pawl 
that locked the unit in and out of swivel had 
worn to the point that not much side load 
would unlock it. Needless to say I rebuilt 

the Maule, put it back on the airplane and had 
no further problems. 

I flew Doug Morgan’s Spezio a few 
times. It also had a Maule tail wheel which 
we determined needed a re-build. Doug in-
stalled a new bronze bushing which turned 
out to be a little stiff. It was OK taxiing but 
when the load on the tail was reduced, any 
deflection of the rudder would push the tail 
wheel over and it would stay put. This made 
the airplane somewhat unmanageable. Fortu-
nately the Spezio had decent brakes and a 
long wheelbase and was not too hard to han-
dle on the ground. We had some other adven-
tures with the Spezio, but none involving the 
tail wheel. 

I had a friend who restored a Beech 17, 
the Staggerwing. This airplane had a full 
swiveling tail wheel which could be locked 
for take off and landing. Lots of military air-
planes had a similar arrangement. Failing to 
lock the tail wheel practically guaranteed a 
ground loop on either take off or landing, 
which in that airplane was a fairly serious 
matter. I’ve seen movies (Piece of Cake, Bat-
tle of Britain) of Spitfires touching down on 
the grass with the tail wheels spinning around 
furiously so I guess an unlocked tail wheel on 
some airplanes is not as bad as on others.  

After I sold the Ace and bought the 150 
Texas Taildragger I have had no further ad-
ventures aside from an occasional tail wheel 
first arrival and of course a bounce every once 
in a while. 

I have little patience with the big deal 
that is made over tail wheel airplanes these 
days. I really do believe that everyone would 
be better pilots if they had to learn in tail 
wheel airplanes. Of course in those days the 
world was simpler. If you didn’ t solo in eight 
hours or less there was something wrong with 
either you or your instructor, but of course 
then you only had to demonstrate competent 
stick and rudder skills to solo. No radios, no 
pre-solo written tests, just airmanship. Of 
course the airplanes were more forgiving.  

It’s hard to provoke a J3 Cub or a 
Champ, but you can if you’ re ham-handed 
enough! If an airplane got bent in the hands of 
a student no one would dream of holding the 
student responsible. The flight school would 
roll the airplane into the hangar and fix it, and 
pretty promptly too because they wanted it 
back on the line! One never left a wreck in 
plain view, it was bad for business! Training 
airplanes didn’ t cost a hundred and a half 
thousand dollars or more then, and lease back 
was not as common as today. The flight 
school or FBO, together with the bank, usu-
ally owned their fleet. 

These days as far as I know you can’ t get 
insurance at reasonable rates on a tail wheel 
airplane used for training. Renter insurance 
for a low time pilot in a tail wheel airplane? 
Forget about it! I don’ t know, I suppose it’s 
better today, but it was sure simpler then. 

 
George Abbott 
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Andrey Piskarev—HP-14T 
 
I have not done that much with my mo-
torglider project this year (I am building 
a Schreder HP-14T full metal glider, 
which will be converted to motorglider). 
I spent around 100 hours, but now it is 
coming along much quickly - my wife is 
pushing me to remove my temporary 
garage extension before 1st of April, so I 
have to rush. I am doing covering of 
wings now and I already bought glider 
trailer where I will keep my project when 
my garage extension will be gone. Here 
is my new web site. I am still working on 
it, but it already has some information 
about my project. 
http://apiskarev.home.mindspring.com/ 

Ron Normark—Super Cub 
 
The Super Cub project is progressing at 
a leisurely pace. Fabric work is finished 
and the parts are all painted silver for 
UV protection.  The first coat of Poly-
tone white has been applied to the fuse-
lage and tail feathers. Polytone is easy 
to spray and forgiving, unlike the top 
coat of  urethane which spooks me. 

Builder’s Update 2006 
 
Joe Giallo—RV-7A 
 
N813MJ continues to progress from be-
ing a project to becoming an aircraft. As 
you can see the engine and prop are 
mounted along with the control cables 
and sensors. I©m completing the access 
panels in the top skin after which we will 
fit the cowl and baffles. Then it©s on to 
the filtered airbox and the firewall for-
ward stuff will be complete. The canopy 
skirts are progressing, although painfully 
in the case of the aft skirts. After all this 
it is about time to move to the airport so 
if anybody knows of a hangar, I©m inter-
ested! 

Andrey Piskarev in his extended-
garage workshop, making good 
progress on the long wings of his 
rare Schreder HP-14T motorglider. 
Note Andrey’s CNC machine at 
bottom. That’s one serious tool! 

Dwight Frye—RV-7 
 
My RV-7 is coming along well. Wings 
are finished (and moved to a friend©s 
hanger at TTA), the updated tail-rudder 
finally pulled down from the shelf and 
assembled, fuselage is well under way, 
and the engine is ordered. I©ve hit a 
small speed-bump with painting the 
cockpit (and all the various parts and 
panels that go into the cockpit which 
need paint). When that is done I can get 
back to "abusing aluminum" once 
again. As usual, pictures can be seen on 
my website (www.openweave.org/rv7). 
If I can successfully continue to battle 
the cold, I hope to be done slinging 
paint within the next week or so (and 
thank goodness for the warmer days 
coming up!). 

Dwight Frye’s gleaming RV-7 
wings on their way to TTA. 

Joe Giallo’s RV-7A nears comple-
tion in Joe’s walk-out basement. 
The engine and most of the instru-
ments have been mounted. Engine 
baffling and final assembly will 
take place in the coming weeks. 

Ron Normark’s fine workmanship 
is evident in this image of Super-
Cub components in Ron’s paint 
booth. 
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Rarest of the Rare 
Graham White 

 
(continued from last month) 

 

O ne aspect of the project had 
been gnawing at me – what to 
do with the shipping crate. 
Any thought of pitching it out 

would have broken my heart, that’s part 
of my pack rat genetic makeup. Then a 
friend came up with a great idea; make a 
planter out of it. So now it’s adorned 
with pansies, petunias and other assorted 
flowers. Looks great.  

After locating a metal fabrication 
shop I gave them detail drawings of the 
parts needed for the trailer, engine mount 
etc. They used a computer controlled 
plasma cutter that did a perfect job of 
making the parts with a surprising degree 
of accuracy. Now it was simply a case of 
welding up the parts. But when you only 
have a wimpy little 125 amp MIG welder 
things take time. Still, my time is cheap 
these days.  

Being such a rare engine, no mounts 
have survived which left me the job of 
coming up with one. There are two basic 
schools of thought for inline engine 
mounts; tubular or box section. I chose to 
go with a box section mount with a sup-
port strut. The original plan was to de-
sign my own strut with turnbuckle capa-
bility and Heim joints on both ends. This 
was another occasion when I got lucky. 
Walking through a tractor supply store I 
ran into the very thing I needed; a tractor 
top link from a 3 point hitch. It was mas-
sive, strong and furthermore looked the 
part; it appeared as if it belonged on an 
aircraft, agricultural engineering at its 
finest. This is why it pays to keep your 
eyes peeled for items that could be used 
on a project totally unrelated to their de-
signed purpose.  

Along those lines 10 gallon air 
tanks serve as fuel and oil tanks. A trip 
to Miami to visit another good friend; 
Carlos Arana, owner of Florida Airline 
Services secured more parts: pre-oil 
pump, actually a feathering pump for a 
Hamilton Standard prop, DC-7 oil 
cooler used as a radiator, throttle quad-
rant, Convair 440 oil cooler used as, 
yes, an oil cooler, and a generator. At 
one time 50 spline props were a-dime-
a-dozen. Not any more. Thanks to the 
folks who are making house ornaments 
out of props and other aviation memo-
rabilia they are now getting in short 
supply. Exacerbating the situation is 
the FAA. Even though it is not illegal 
to store non airworthy parts, it gets the 
attention of the FAA, the kind of atten-
tion you get from the IRS when they 
say they are visiting to help. Conse-
quently, many shops are pitching out 
many parts that could be put to good 
use for non airworthy projects.  

Any way, I ended up paying a lot 
more than I expected for a ubiquitous 
23E50 prop from a DC-3. This prop 
had been used as a test club so was 
missing the pitch change mechanism 
and was locked into one setting. A trip 
to Avon Park in central Florida with 
my neighbor, Jack Wells a retired 
American Airlines captain, to pick up 
the prop took the best part of a day.  

One idiosyncrasy of the IV-1430 
that had concerned me from day one 
was the fact it turned backwards, i.e., 
left hand rotation. Hen’s teeth are as 
common as dirt compared to the avail-
ability of 50 spline left hand rotation 
props. I settled on a 23E50 because I 
figured I could index it around to pro-

duce thrust in the correct direction. What 
I didn’ t figure on was the fact the blade 
root gear teeth do not go all the way 
around. Even so I managed to catch the 
last tooth on the blade to give me about 
100 degrees, i.e., 10 degrees past full 
feather.  

It has been my experience that pro-
jects never go smoothly – at least for me. 
A number of minor and not so minor 
catastrophes struck, all of which were 
thankfully resolved. One of the more 
significant was the time I smashed in the 
magneto. I had been working on it on the 
pad outside the hanger with the engine 
hanging on the cherry picker. After it 
was time to call it quits for the day I 
rolled it back into the hangar. Problem is 
when you have about 2500 pounds on the 
roll a lot of inertia is built up, especially 
when you ride over a bump. Murphy 
kicked in big time, after it went over the 
bump and built up a good head of steam, 
it was impossible to stop. Crash..!! The 
whole rig smashed into the towing hitch 
of another trailer. The impossible to re-
place magneto cover was destroyed.  

I put a desperate call into Al Mar-
cucci. Not surprisingly Al did not have a 
replacement but he said send it over, 
which I did. About 2 weeks later UPS 
delivered a perfect cover. Al had worked 
his miracles again, the repair job made it 
look better than new. Electrical systems 
included starter energize, starter engage, 
primer pump, pre oil pump, left & right 
mags…..etc. I had 3 aircraft 24VDC re-
lays but I needed a fourth. A visit to the 
local NAPA store located the very part – 
a truck starter solenoid, designed for 
24VDC. 

to be continued next month 

The Continental hung from its 
mount, a converted top link from a 
3 point tractor hitch. Massive steel 
beams make up the trailer’s frame. 

A DC-7 oil cooler from Florida 
Airline Services is used as a ra-
diator; a Convair 440 oil cooler 
serves as the engine’s oil cooler. 

A Hamilton-Standard 23E50 pro-
peller from a DC-3 was obtained 
from Graham’s friend, former 
American Airlines pilot Jack Wells 
of Avon Park, Florida. 
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March 18th EAA1114 Meeting 

Ken Reece, F-18 Pilot 
If you ever wanted to know what it is like to be catapulted off the end of an aircraft carrier, don©t miss our March meeting. Our 
speaker will be Ken Reece who flew the F-18 Hornet for the U.S. Navy. Ken will relate his experiences in the F-18 as well as his 
transition to piloting airplanes for Fed-Ex. Also, after our meeting for those that are interested, Mark Doble will demo the Cyclop-
sEMX engine monitor that he developed. The CyclopsEMX is an engine monitor designed for experimental aircraft that has taken 
engine monitoring to the next level.  

     Bill Terrill, Program Chairman 

CHAPTER NEWS       
 
Paul Wilder , head of the Wings of Carolina Flying Club, and Chapter member Steve Merr itt of the NCDOT, announce  a special 
even at the March 11th monthly “cookout”  at TTA: the NCDOT will demonstrate the FAA’s new ADS/B system. Pioneered in the 
Capstone project in Alaska and now being introduced in North Carolina, ADS/B is the next-generation of transponders that will 
eliminate 419 secondary radar installations in the US. Eventually, it will become a mandatory instrument for any aircraft flying in 
class B, C or D airspace. A variety of different aircraft will be on hand at TTA, including Chapter member Charles Stites’  Navion. 
Paul also mentioned that an AME (Aviation Medical Examiner) will be on hand for those needing flight medicals; to schedule an 
appointment, call 776-2003. 
 
Barry Sherr ill, Chapter Secretary, reminds us that the Shopping pages on our web site, www.eaa1114.org, have been greatly ex-
panded thanks to the assistance of Chapter  Webmaster  Dwight Frye. Chapter members can now purchase many articles to demon-
strate their support of our great organization. Items include denim shirts, T-shirts, golf shirts, ball caps, jackets, mugs, custom air-
plane business cards, license frames, auto tags and member buttons.  
 
Jim Dukeman, famed for his leadership in the Young Eagles program, has announced that Dave Williams will be taking over for 
the Dukemans as the Chapter Young Eagle Coordinator. Jim and his lovely wife Sandy have dedicated most of their free time to the 
YE program since it first began, and have helped contribute over 10,000 YE flights in and around our state. We are all very proud of 
them. Jim is also a Ground School Instructor  at Wake Tech, and notes that in his current class, that 20 out of 21 students are mem-
bers of Chapter 1114. 
 
Congratulations to Chapter member Ulli M isegades, whose painting was selected as one of only 30 finalists in the 13th Annual Ho-
r izons of Flight Aviation Ar t Exhibition &  Competition, co-sponsored by CAE SimuFlite and Flying Magazine. Ulli was hon-
ored along with other aviation artists at a reception held at CAE SimuFlite’s training center at Dallas DFW airport on March 4th. 
Ulli attended the reception along with her husband, Kent and her son Tim, who was subject of the painting, I  can’ t wait, depicting a 
younger Tim in the cockpit of an L-29 Czech jet (from a chapter outing at TTA). Past winners of the exhibition include famed avia-
tion artists Dominic DeNardo, Keith Ferris, and James Dietz. 

Aero  2007 Update       April 19-22, 2007 
 

Tr ip Status: We’d fly from RDU to Friedrichshafen (FDH), requiring 1-2 changes of planes and a 15-18 hour 
travel time total. Chapter member FJ Hale, an employee of American Airlines, has offered to look into group rates. 
We’ ll stay in Friedrichshafen; with its good airline, rail, ferry and autobahn connections, trips to other parts of Europe 
are easy. An inquiry has been made to the local tourist office for a group hotel rate. Transportation from town to the 
convention is provided for a modest fee, therefore it will not be necessary to rent a car. Trains and ferries leave regu-
larly from downtown Friedrichshafen. 

Tr ip Preview: This month, we’ ll preview the area around Friedrichshafen, one of the many picturesque towns that dot the shore 
of Lake Constance, or ‘Bodensee’  as it is known by German-speaking people. Germany’s largest and Europe’s third largest, Lake 
Constance was formed by the Rhine glacier during the ice age. The Rhine enters the lake from the southeast at the Austrian-Swiss 
border, flows through a 250m-deep channel that fills the lake with clear, cold water, and exits at the west at the Rhinefaelle, one of 
Europe’s largest waterfalls and a popular attraction. The lake teems with fish and is popular for sailing. A warm microclimate that 
tempers the area with moist Mediterranean airflows can also create ‘ foehn’  conditions, sudden storms that appear over the Alps to 
the south that can churn the otherwise placid lake into a torrent of whitecaps. Because of the size of these waves, many of the se-
quences of the movie Das Boot, depicting WWII U-boat warfare, was filmed here using a small one-man scale submarine complete 
with remote-control miniature sailors. The relative warm climate is also responsible for the area being one of Germany’s most pro-
ductive agricultural regions, with acres of fruit trees, vineyards, truck farms, and hops, an important ingredient in beer making. In 
April, many of the fruit trees will be in bloom; with the snow-capped Alps in the background and the dark-blue waters in the fore-
ground, it’s no wonder that the region is popular amongst photographers and artists. 
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EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2005-2006 
 
President    Denny Mercer  387-0290  207LH@bellsouth.net 
Vice-President    Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com 
Secretary & Chapter Apparel  Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Treasurer    Ken Baird  851-4922  kbaird@juno.com 
Chapter Administrator   Dottie Baird  851-4922 kbaird@juno.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@nc.rr.com  
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor  Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  Jim & Sandy Dukeman 362-9252  Plane80n@mindspring.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  303-8230  kent@ensight.com 

Copyright 2006 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aer ial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ken Baird, 3809 Campbell Rd., Raleigh, NC, 
27606. Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 
27519, kent@ensight.com.  

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    ...your $100 hamburger resource 
 
Mar  11  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Mar 12th South Carolina Breakfast Club, Anderson, SC (AND), 803-432-9595 
Mar  18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBAS 
Mar 25th EAA Chapter 309 Spring Fling Fly-In, 10-3, Lake Norman Airpark (14A), Mooresville, NC, www.eaa309.org 
Mar 26th South Carolina Breakfast Club, Georgetown, SC (GGE), 803-432-9595 
Apr 4-10 Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In, Lakeland Regional Airport (LAL), www.sun-n-fun.org 
Apr  8  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Apr 9th  South Carolina Breakfast Club, Alan Smoak Field, SC, 803-432-9595 
Apr  15  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Apr 23rd South Carolina Breakfast Club, Broxton Bridge, SC, 803-432-9595 
Apr 29th  EAA Chapter 960 Spring Fly-In, Farmville, NC (N08), lunch starts at 10AM, no fuel on field, eaa960.org 
May 5-7  VAA Chapter 3 Spring Fly-In, Burlington, NC, 843-753-7138 
May 13th EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
May 13  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Spring Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
May 20th EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
May 18-21 The Mid-Atlantic Fly-In & Sport Aviation Convention, Lumberton Airport (LBT), www.mafsac.com 
Jul 24-30 EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport (OSH), Oshkosh, WI, www.airventure.org 
Sep 30-Oct 1 Virginia Regional EAA Fly-In, Dinwiddie County Airport (PTB), Petersburg, VA, www.vaeaa.org 
Oct 6-8  VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Camden, SC, 843-753-7138 
Oct 14  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Fall Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  See 
www.hundreddollarhamburger.com for others.  

Short Final… from AVWeb    High-speed taxi ... or low-speed takeoff 
 
I landed in the first 150 feet of a runway in a Flightstar (Vx = 40 KIAS) and was taxiing past the main taxiway where an Air Asia 
737 was waiting... 
Tower : 9M-EAU please expedite. 
Me: Wilco, 9M-EAU. [...while accelerating to about 15 knots on the ground.] 
Air  Asia Pilot: We can wait, sir. If he goes any faster he©ll be flying again.  
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Next Meeting 
When:  Saturday, March 18th, 8:00 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  Fly/Drive-In Breakfast Meeting 
Program: Ken Reece, F-18 Pilot 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

Aer ial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81) 

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’  
Runway: 9/27, 2400’  turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 
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