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December Meeting 
Civil Air Patrol 

Our guest speaker in December was LT 
Shelly Chalmers and Capt. Matt 
Mickelson of the Franklin County CAP 
Squadron.  
 

T he Civil Air Patrol, or CAP, 
was created 6 days before the 
attacks on Pearl Harbor, De-
cember 1st, 1941, 64 years 

ago. CAP initially planned only on liai-
son and reconnaissance flying, but the 
civilian group's mission expanded when 
German submarines began to prey on 
American ships off the coast of the 
United States and CAP planes began 
carrying bombs and depth charges. 

Three bases were established on the 
east coast for an initial 90 day trial. The 
good success during the summer of 1942 
lead to an extension of 18 months of 
coastal patrol. During WWII the CAP 
flew 500,000 hours on such missions, 
sunk 2 U-boots, losing 29 pilots and 90 
aircraft. The early history of the CAP in 
NC is documented in the Base 16 Mu-
seum located in the terminal building of 
the Dare County Airport in Manteo.  

In addition to border patrol, at this 
time the CAP also watched for forest 
fires, flew targets and mercy missions for 
blood banks. Your EAA Chapter can be 
proud to have Clive Goodwin as a mem-
ber, the only original member of the 
Manteo CAP squadron to have flown 
during the war who is still an active pilot 
today. 

Today, the CAP has three major 
activities: aerospace education, a Cadet 
program, and SAR, search and rescue, 
for which it is best known amongst pilots 
as yourselves. In the field of aerospace 
education, the CAP is a resource for 
teaching a variety of aerospace topics to 
schoolchildren. It also holds an annual 
conference on aerospace education. 

Home for the holidays—Enjoying a 
break from their studies by attending the 
December meeting were former Pre-
Flight program members Ashish Naran 
and Drew Baird. Ashish, a student at 
Jacksonville University in Jacksonville, 
FL, is a double major in Flight Opera-
tions and Business Administration. He 
also just completed his Commercial Pi-
lot’s license at the Delta Connection 
flight school in Jacksonville, flying a C-
172RG. Next he’ ll be working on his 
multi-engine rating and his CFI. Drew, a 
student at NC State University has nearly 
completed his Commercial license, in-
structed by another EAA1114 
“offspring” , Sam Ash, son of Chapter 
member Mark Ash. Drew in his spare 
time drives an ambulance for the Apex 
EMS. Both Ashish and Drew aspire to 
become corporate pilots. In fact they 
have a bet to see which will be served the 
first cup of coffee in “ their”  cockpit by 
“ their”  stewardess. The Chapter wishes 
both of them good luck and good flying. 

EAA 1114 

The CAP’s Cadet Program, my 
main responsibility in Franklin County, 
provides a structured program for mid-
dle-school and high-school aged youth, 
challenging them technically, physi-
cally and morally. We are proud of the 
fact that some 10% of all young men 
and women who enter our service acad-
emies participated in the CAP Cadet 
Program.  

Lastly, our Emergency Services 
functions include SAR missions, errant 
ELT transmissions and counter-drug 
work.  

EAA1114 

Low ceilings forced two Chapter members to “ fly”  their ‘Vettes to the 
meeting: Jack Guthrie’s JETJOCK? & Ron Normark’s OOH!CAVU 

Lt. Shelly Chalmers, CAP 
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The View from Above 
Denny Mercer, President 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

I n my (not Rita’s) rather recently 
enlarged bathroom there resides a  
small table, not much unlike a 
bedside table, on which sits 

wooden basket that holds a bevy of tow-
els and washcloths. This table has a bot-
tom shelf where I keep a few special 
books, most of which relate to aviation. 
Looking around the other day for a spe-
cific book to lend to a friend, I happened 
upon an old, lined pad on which were 
scribbled a few  notes. Herewith is a ver-
batim rendering of those scribblings:  

_Kent_ 1. more _invrtd_ flt strt and 
level clmbng and descending turns 2. 
Review aileron rolls more practice on 
slow rolls more aggressive use of rudder 
3. half loops to inverted flight maintain 
inverted until rchg cruise spd 4. immel-
mans more gz than the half roll off top  

These were notes I had written just 
after Kent and I had completed a fun  
flight in my EXTRA. The pencilings were 
to have been a lesson-plan for  the next 
flight which never happened. I sold the 
EXTRA a month-or-so after this flight. 
Weather and Kent’s job-related travel 
prevented us from continuing. They were 
fun times, weren’ t they, my friend? I 
surely miss that airplane. 

Yesterday, December 29’ th , as I 
write this, Jason Proctor called. “ I don’ t 
have to work tomorrow, Denny.”  Wanna 
go fly somewhere?”  “ Affirmative!”  I 
replied. “ I’m at my computer at the mo-
ment. Let me see what the weather is 
going to look like. Well, the weather 
looked grand for the next day and we 
decided to fly to Martinsville, Virginia 
for lunch.  

Jason appeared at my hangar at 
10:20 and found me adding a quart of oil 
to my RV-7. He had already pulled his 
RV-4 from the hangar, warmed the en-
gine and added fuel. I performed the pre-
flight drill to my airplane and soon we 

were departing Cox Field on a westerly 
heading toward the mountains. I was 
leading the flight because the auto-pilot 
does a very good job of flying the ‘7 
and it was too pretty a day to concern 
oneself with such mundane tasks. I 
wanted to do some sight seeing. 

Soon after we crossed Jordan 
Lake, Jason remarked that the visibility 
was at least 50 miles and one of the 
best days we had enjoyed for a couple 
months. We had about 25 knots of wind 
on our nose as we continued  west-
ward, so our ground speed was about 
145 knots. However, we were in  no 
hurry and soon decided to throttle back 
to lessen our fuel burn and to prolong 
the flight. There was very little turbu-
lence, just a nice, steady wind that 
promised a real fast return to Apex. 

We could see the mountains almost 
as soon as we launched from Cox 
Field.  What a day to fly! What a day to 
be alive. A responsive airplane in my  
hands and a good friend tucked in close 
to my wing. Talk about a Walter Mitty 
Moment. A Walter Mitty moment in 
spades. 

Soon we were 15 miles East of 
Martinsville. Tuned into the airport 
frequency, we heard another aircraft 
arriving and setting-up to land on  
Runway 30. We followed suit and I 
landed first and landed long to give 
Jason room to land while I was rolling-
out. He performed a better-than-usual 
‘squeaker’  to imagined applause from 
a goodly number of on-lookers. We 
deplaned and rather ‘heroically’  strode 
into the  restaurant at the FBO’s office 
and ordered lunch after I flirted a mo-
ment with the waitress young enough to 
be my grand-daughter (and she was 
middle-aged!). I ordered a ‘manly’  
well-done, blue cheese hamburger and 
Jason a girly-type club sandwich from 
which he (rather furtively, I thought at 
the time) removed all the American 
cheese. Darn, Jason! We have an 
‘ image’  to uphold.  

We ate, accepted the check, paid 
for our meal, fueled my airplane and 
taxied to the departing runway. Jason 

was to be ‘ lead’  for the return trip, so he 
moved to the up wind side of the runway 
and we made a formation take off. With 
an assurance that the onlookers were 
still not  sufficiently impressed, we did a 
rambunctious tight-formation turn to  
the east and climbed out to greet a lovely 
tailwind to help speed us home. 
 

Other than landing, uneventfully, at 
Cox Field, that is all we did. But,  that is 
not the end of the story. After hangaring 
our aircraft, Jason and I met in my han-
gar and relived the day. Two men, two 
‘pilots’ , if you will, one young and one 
(too) old had experienced an uplifting 
day the likes of which only people who 
fly little airplanes can ever become fa-
miliar. I can’ t explain it, but we gave a 
precious gift to each other that day, 
which will live long after the event. For 
those few moments out of that magnifi-
cent day, we envied no men on Earth. 
Now, that’s the end of the story. 

 
Happy New Year. We sincerely hope that 
the year 2006 becomes one of your  bet-
ter years. 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

The Flyer 
 
There is a certain breed of men,  
whose hearts long for the clouds, 
who belong in the sky. 
 
Those who play with eagles and angels, 
those who pass into the realm of God, 
without having to die. 
 
The ones who want nothing more, 
than a sunny day and a plane to fly. 
 
And you can tell these men apart 
from the regular human beings; 
just look for a gaze to the sky, 
and a twinkle in their eye. 

- Tim Misegades 
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The Short Wing Pipers 
Jim Zazas 
 
Editor’s note: a listserver request for 
information on the Piper Tri-Pacer from 
Chapter member Tom Sisk resulted in a 
flood of good advice. This article and the 
next are examples of the wealth of knowl-
edge on aviation subjects that members 
of our Chapter possess, and are always 
willing to share with others. 
 

F rom the late 1940s through the 
early 1960s, the Piper Aircraft 
Company produced a renowned 
f a m i l y  o f  " S h o r t 

Wing" airplanes that advanced the com-
pany's excellent reputation of combining 
inherent airframe ruggedness, superb 
flying characteristics and ease of mainte-
nance wi th passenger comfort 
and performance. The Piper PA-16 Clip-
per, the Piper PA-20 Pacer, the PA-22 
Tri-Pacer and the PA-28-108 Colt are all 
included in this family of Short Wing 
Piper airplanes.  

I have had the privilege to fly all 
four types at one time or another and 
found each airplane possessing its own 
set of positive and negative qualities. 
Any performance and weight numbers I 
describe are generally based upon mem-
ory and need to be verified. 

The PA-16 Clipper, essentially a 
four-place version of the venerable Piper 
PA-14 Vagabond Cub, is a sweet little 
airplane and possesses a lot of perform-
ance for the money. The PA-16 retains 
the control stick arrangement found in 
many earlier Piper airplanes, a feature 
replaced by control wheels in later Short 
Wing airplanes. 

I flew two different PA-16 Clipper 
versions several years ago, the factory 
version with a 115-hp Lycoming O-235-
C1 and modified version with a 150-hp 
Lycoming O-320. This power increase 
made this airplane a real performer, espe-
cially on short field takeoffs. Unfortu-
nately, gross weight remains at 1650 lbs. 
and useful load suffers with the engine 
upgrade. With half fuel, I was able to 
carry two friends comfortably around the 
Napa Valley and along the California 
coast with the 150-hp version. Cruise 
speeds were around 125 mph with the 
150-hp version and 110 mph or slightly 
better with the 115-hp version.  

Much like its more powerful brother, 
the 115-hp Piper Clipper was a lot of fun 
to fly, but I carried only one passenger 

with me whenever I flew it, perhaps 
from my concern about the relatively 
short airstrip and the many expensive 
vineyards around me from where I 
flew. On both PA-16 Clipper versions, 
the conventional gear is very sturdy, 
but I found the brakes to be lacking, 
especially in a stiff crosswind. The 
conventional gear allowed me to land 
on airstrips that would have been im-
possible with a nose gear equipped 
airplane. 

Piper built only 726 examples of 
the PA-16 Clipper after this example 
came to market in early 1949. Today, 
this sprightly airplane enjoys an in-
creasing popularity and correspond-
ingly higher resale prices on the used 
airplane market. 

The PA-20 Pacer was introduced 
in 1949 (1950 model) and was 
equipped originally with a 125-hp O-
290-D engine, but the optional 135-hp 
O-290-D was fitted to most models and 
became recognized as the standard en-
gine for this model. Piper delivered 
1,119 Pacers before production ended 
in 1952.  

I flew a 150-hp, Lycoming O-320 
version of the PA-20 that made the 
airplane quite a short-field performer 
with a 1,950 lb gross weight and an 
empty weight approaching 1,000 lbs, 
but these numbers needs to be verified. 
I remember the cruise speed being 
somewhere in the 125 mph range. Like 
any rag-wing Piper, stalls are docile 
and landings a breeze, especially on 
grass airstrips. Once again, I am relying 
upon fond memories of long ago.  

I flew a well-worn PA-22 Tri-
Pacer several times while I was in col-
lege and found this Short Wing Piper to 
be every bit as good as a mid-seventies 
production Cessna 172…and some-

times faster! I remember seeing 138 mph 
on several occasions, but I may have 
been pushing the engine a bit. I was nine-
teen then and I had a definite “need for 
speed,”  well before Tom Cruise made 
this colloquial term a part of our English 
vernacular. 

The Tri-Pacer version I flew was 
known as the “Standard model”  Tri-
Pacer and it had a 160-hp Lycoming O-
320-B. I remember the owners telling me 
of other versions called the “Caribbean 
model”  and the “Super Custom model.”  
The former had the 150-hp Lycoming O-
320, and the latter had the 160-hp Ly-
coming.  

Piper introduced the PA-22 Tri-
Pacer in 1952, and the earlier PA-22s had 
either a1800 lb. or 1950 lb gross weight 
and were equipped with 125-hp or 135-
hp Lycoming engines respectively. The 
higher horsepower PA-22s have a gross 
weight of 2,000 lbs and an empty weight 
around 1,100 lbs. Piper built a total of 
7,668 Tri-Pacers.  

Hmmm…much like a rose is a rose 
is a rose; a Tri-Pacer is a Tri-Pacer is a 
Tri-Pacer… 

I remember this sprightly airplane 
made my little cross country flights 
around Indiana very pleasant. I often 
carried two friends from my school, De-
Pauw University, to nearby Indiana Uni-

1948 PA 15/17 Vagabond conver-
sion, the first Short Wing Piper. 
Chapter member Nancy Normark 
learned to fly in a Vagabond now 
awaiting restoration in the Nor-
mark hangar in Angier. 

PA 16 Clipper, Piper’s first 4-place 
Short Wing, powered by a 115HP 
Lycoming engine. Unique were the 
staggered doors: right for front 
seat, left for rear seat passengers.  

Chapter member Jim Page with his 
award-winning PA 22 Tri-Pacer at 
its birthplace, the original Piper 
factory in Lock Haven, PA.  
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versity to attend AFROTC classes, see 
friends or enjoy a lazy afternoon turning 
100LL into a lot of fun. Stalls were al-
ways fun and quite gentle. I had to hold 
the yoke all the way back to get the 
“break,”  and even then this break was 
often docile, almost imperceptible. Ap-
proaches took a little care, as one could 
easily set up an unacceptable sink rate at 
a slow speed, so I often kept the ap-
proach speed around 80 mph, trimming 
away all control pressures to landing. 
This airplane’s overall handling stability 
made up for any of its shortcomings, 
perceived or otherwise. Once again, the 
brakes were weak, but a lot of STCs are 
available that make any brake problems a 
worry of the past. 

I flew a PA-28-108 Colt briefly in 
nearby Bunn, N.C. in 1979 when I was 
flying a Schweizer 220-hp Ag-Cat tow-
ing gliders for Frank Sweat. I logged 
only a few hours in his delightful Short 
Wing Piper Colt before this airplane met 
its demise in a landing accident at the 
hands of another pilot. 

By the numbers, the PA-28-108 Colt 
had a 108-hp Lycoming O-235 engine, a 
once-piece rear seat that could be re-
moved becoming a large baggage bin 
with a 100 lb. baggage limit. The gross 
weight is 1650 lbs. and the useful load is 
710 lbs. The Flight Handbook said I 
could fly 600 miles with full tanks (36 
gals.) at 100 mph, but I never ventured 
much further than Wilson or Triple W on 
any cross-county excursions, and only 
solo at that.  

Piper produced three models of the 
PA-28-108 Colt – the Standard, the Cus-
tom and the Super Custom, the models 
generally varying as to the radios, aux. 
fuel tanks, instruments and interior in-
stalled.  Piper Aircraft produced 1,822 

[Vagabond] , Jim & Ann Page [Tri-
Pacer] , Drew Baird [Colt] , Dean Van 
Zwoll [Pacer] . The Carolinas Short 
Wing Piper Club (www.shortwing.org/
Chapters/Carolinas) is a very active 
group of Piper owners and flyers and an 
ideal resource for anyone wanting more 
information. Their next meeting takes 
place on February 11th at Stag Airpark, 
Burgaw, NC, on the occasion of the EAA 
Chapter 297 Mid-Winter Fly-In and Chili 
Feed (www.eaa297.org). See also the 
web site for the Short Wing Piper Club, 
www.shortwing.org 

Colts between 1960 and late 1963, with 
prices starting at $4,995. Then and to-
day, any Colt owner gets a lot of air-
plane for the money. 

Many Tri-Pacers and Colts are 
being converted into tailwheel air-
planes. A host of STCs and modifica-
tions are available for all the above 
models are available through the Short 
Wing Piper Club. I suggest anyone 
interested in buying any of these Short 
Wing Pipers invest a few dollars and 
join this live wire Type Club. The 
Short Wing Piper Club’s home page 
web address is www.shortwing.org and 
they will be able to provide much more 
information that I have. 

That’s all I have to add. Good luck 
and happy flying, Short Wing Piper 
style! 

Cheers, Jim Zazas 
 

P.S. If you can find a copy, by all 
means buy Joe Christy’s The Piper 
Classics (ISBN 0-8306-2457-0). This 
book is very informative and is well-
illustrated. This handy, soft back book 
gives a great summary of virtually 
every fabric-covered Piper ever made 
and can be used as an excellent buyer’s 
guide as well as a guide for any owner 
refurbishment and maintenance of 
these classics. 

 
An epilogue from the editor: other 

Chapter members possessing great 
knowledge of Short Wing Pipers in-
clude Ron &  Nancy Normark 

Jim and Ann Page pose in front of their pristine PA 
22 Tri-Pacer, based at Kennebec Airfield in Fuquay-
Angier. Jim and Ann are active members in the 
Carolinas Short Wing Piper Club and have flown ex-
tensively around the country in their airplane. 

Miss Pearl, an award-winning, highly modified  Piper 
Pacer owned by Frank P. Sperandeo III of  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. See Frank’s web site at www.nwark.net/
~mspearl for the amazing list of modifications he has 
made to this stunning, 140 mph Short Wing Piper. 

Chapter member Drew Baird’s PA 
28-108 Colt at Cox Field. Drew 
learned to fly in this aircraft, while 
still attending high school! 
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PA 22/20 Conversion 
Dean Van Zwoll 
 

I  think the Pacer/Tri-Pacer is an 
excellent choice for the money and 
performance (of COURSE I'm bi-
ased, with years of enjoying them 

myself). As a point of historical refer-
ence, I bought my first plane, a 1959 
150HP Tri-Pacer (1500 hrs on it), in 
1977 for $6000. I and an AP mechanic 
converted it in 1979 back to the Pacer 
configuration. I opted for brakes on both 
sides (highly recommended) and the 
Maule tailwheel (highly discouraged). 
Back then it cost me a grand total of 
$2000, including all the parts from Uni-
vair (which owns the STC) and labor. 
Today I imagine that it would cost you at 
least $3000.  

As for the tailwheel: Maule makes 
an excellent airplane. Ray Maule is a 
great guy and signed my private license 
in 1977 at Maule Field, Napoleon, MI.  
BUT, the Maule tailwheel, with its one-
arm instead of full-fork design and 
lighter components, does not do well on 
the short-coupled (lots of weight on the 
tail) Pacer. It will shimmy and vibrate on 
pavement and will be very stubborn to 
unlock from detent when you try to turn 
tight on a narrow runway. It is less pre-
cise and responsive than the Scott tail-
wheel. This is all from my own experi-
ence and is only my opinion (disclaimer 
complete). Though I had a brand new 
Maule tailwheel on it, I bought and in-
stalled a brand new Scott tailwheel 
within 3 months of the conversion.  

To convert it to tailwheel, there is a 
minimal amount of welding to do on the 
airframe, so there will be fuselage fabric 
patch (or complete recovering if you 
want to avoid the patched look). A han-
dle gets welded onto the lower right rear 
longeron just in front of the horizontal 
stabilizer leading edge, the old rear main 
gear hinge bolt attach points on the for-
ward lower longerons are sawed off and 
the old forward main gear hinge bolt 
attach points now become the new rear 
main gear hinge bolt attach points. The 
new main gear forward hinge bolt attach 
points are then welded in place on the 
lower forward longerons closer to the 
firewall.  

New gear 'V's purchased pre-built 
from Univair are installed, some minor 
sheet metal/fabric work is required be-
tween the gear legs under the belly, the 
nose gear and mount tube structure are 

pulled off and discarded (back then I 
was able to sell mine for $100, but 
good luck now!) - you will see why 
you can gain 60 lbs of useful load when 
you have all this crap removed! The 
lower air scoop surrounding the nose 
gear strut is removed and smooth sheet 
metal replaces this and fairs into the 
smaller rectangular air filter scoop. 

A small flat piece of 4130 stock is 
welded between the lower longerons a 
few inches in front of the rudder post 
and drilled for the tailwheel forward 
mounting bolt. A small 4130 bracket is 
welded to the tail where the lower 
longerons meet. This serves as the tail-
spring U bracket mounting point. The 
tailwheel steering springs and chains 
are attached to the rudder horn. The 
Tri-Pacer parking brake handle and 
reservoir (under the pilot seat) are re-
moved. The rudder pedals are modified 
to accept the toe-brake master and 
slave (if dual brakes) arrangement. 
VOILA! It's been restored to its proper 
and just configuration, saved from a 
lifetime of being called "flying milk 
stool", honor and dignity reclaimed.  

The Pacer will be a challenge for a 
low-time pilot to get used to, on the one 
hand. On the other hand, a low-time 
pilot has less of a bad habit (nosewheel 
rudder laziness) to overcome and will 
become a much better pilot by learning 
to control the taildragger. I have in-

structed in tailwheel types and I would 
say that you should expect to devote at 
least 15-20 hrs of tailwheel time to learn-
ing it to an acceptable level of safety. 
Crosswinds on a paved runway are defi-
nitely the most challenging aspect and, 
therefore, should be sought out after 
some practice. Without the crosswind 
experience and competence, a taildragger 
pilot is most certainly an accident wait-
ing to happen. But once mastered, the 
taildragger is a huge amount of fun and 
will show you places others dare not go!  

 
Have fun! Dean 
 
Editor’s note: Dean is a Chapter 

member whose home airfield is Gray’s 
Creek, south of Fayetteville. He is cur-
rently an instructor pilot for the Cessna-
208 Caravan single-engine turboprop. 

Above and right: This 1955 PA 
22/20-150 conversion was fea-
tured in the July 21st issue of 
EAA’s Sport Aviation. Powered 
by a 150 HP Lycoming O-320, it 
features a metallized wing and 
fuselage, Scott tailwheel, com-
plete new interior, Madras wing-
tips, and cruises at 110 mph. 
(this is not Dean Van Zwoll’s air-
craft) . 

Two popular tailwheels: on the left, 
the venerable Maule single arm 
design; on the right, the full-fork 
Scott design, which author Van 
Zwoll recommends for short-
coupled aircraft such as Short 
Wing Pipers. 
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January 21st EAA1114 Meeting 

EAA 1114 Annual Holiday Gathering 2006 
Join us for our annual holiday luncheon and meeting. This is a special time for us to get to meet other members and their families, 
eat a lot of great food and renew old friendships. This is a covered dish luncheon so bring your favorite food or dessert. The chapter 
will be providing drinks, paper goods and utensils. We will begin eating at noon so come early. 

The chapter will be providing drinks, paper goods and utensils. Due to the need for more room, the holiday meeting will take place 
this at the CC Jones Building in downtown Apex. It is located on the corner of Holleman and Upchurch Streets (in front of Apex 
public swimming pool) approximately three miles south of Cox Field (see map below). 

The CC Jones Building is a complete meeting facility with heat, restrooms and kitchen facilities. If you are flying in, we offer shuttle 
service from Cox Field to the CC Jones Building. Call 795-7263 or 740-2667 to have someone pick you up. 

Ken & Dottie Baird 

Holiday Meeting Agenda 

9:00 AM Setup crew arrives for set up, get coffee and drinks going 
11:00 AM Members and families arriving with food (1 hour) 
12:00 PM Welcome - Denny (3 minutes) 
12:02 PM Prayer of Thanks (2 minute) 
12:05 PM Serving Lines Open (1 hour and 10 minutes - always available) 
1:15 PM Introduction of Officers and Directors and their Reports—Denny & Directors (15 minutes) 
1:30 PM Slide Show Review of 2005 - Bill (20 minutes) 
1:50 PM Member of the Year Presentation - Denny (5 minutes) 
1:55 PM Chapter Apparel - Barry (5 minutes) 
2:00 PM Website Tour of New Features and Shopping 
  Cart—Dwight (15 minutes) 
2:15 PM Preview of 2006 - Denny (5 minutes) 
2:20 PM Hang Out and Fellowship (40 min. or longer) 
3:00 PM Clean Up (1 hour 30 minutes) 
4:30 PM Leave the building 

 

 

CHAPTER NEWS       
 
Builders/Restorers: The February and March issues of Aerial Pursuits will once again feature the status of the many construction 
and restoration projects under way by Chapter members. The Editor requests a br ief summary of the current state of your project 
and few images, sent preferably electronically to kent@ensight.com  New aircraft owners are also invited to send images and a 
brief description of your latest acquisitions.  
 
Ed Savage writes: A pr ivate pilot ground school course is being taught by EAA 1114's own Jim Dukeman at Wake Tech this 
Spring. Some details are below, with full information at the mentioned website. Please be sure to sign up for the "MAIN" campus 
class - I'm not sure who the instructor is at the Wake Forest class. Please pass the word so we get a good turnout for newbies (such as 
myself) that are interested in becoming a private pilot. Thanks,--Ed 
 
Private Pilot Ground School 
Prepare for the Federal Aviation Administration’s written and oral exams. Learn about careers in aviation and obtain 
comprehensive knowledge of pleasure flying. Textbooks required. 72 hrs. 
MAIN MW, 6:30-9:30 p.m. 2/6-4/26 
LE 217 Course No. 0618016 $60 
http://www.waketech.edu/conted/schedules/avi.html 

N. Salem Street to  
US-64 & Cox Field 

CC Jones Building  
and Apex Swimming Pool 

Holleman & Upchurch 

Downtown Apex 
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EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2005-2006 
 
President    Denny Mercer  387-0290  207LH@bellsouth.net 
Vice-President    Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com 
Secretary & Chapter Apparel  Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Treasurer    Ken Baird  851-4922  kbaird@juno.com 
Chapter Administrator   Dottie Baird  851-4922 kbaird@juno.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@nc.rr.com  
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor  Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  Jim & Sandy Dukeman 362-9252  Plane80n@mindspring.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  303-8230  kent@ensight.com 

Copyright 2006 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aer ial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ken Baird, 3809 Campbell Rd., Raleigh, NC, 
27606. Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 
27519, kent@ensight.com.  

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    ...your $100 hamburger resource 
 
Jan 14  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Jan 15  South Carolina Breakfast Club, Lancaster, SC (LKR), 803-432-9595 
Jan 21  EAA 1114 Annual Holiday Meeting, CC Jones Building, Apex, noon, br ing a covered dish 
Feb 11  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Feb 11  EAA Chapter 297 Mindwinter Chili Feed, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
Feb 18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Mar  11  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Mar  18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Mar 26th South Carolina Breakfast Club, Georgetown, SC (GGE), 803-432-9595 
Apr 4-10 Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In, Lakeland Regional Airport (LAL), www.sun-n-fun.org 
Apr  8  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Apr  15  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
May 5-7  VAA Chapter 3 Spring Fly-In, Burlington, NC, 843-753-7138 
May 13  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Spring Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
May 18-21 The Mid-Atlantic Fly-In & Sport Aviation Convention, Lumberton Airport (LBT), www.mafsac.com 
Jul 24-30 EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport (OSH), Oshkosh, WI, www.airventure.org 
Sep 30-Oct 1 Virginia Regional EAA Fly-In, Dinwiddie County Airport (PTB), Petersburg, VA, www.vaeaa.org 
Oct 6-8  VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Camden, SC, 843-753-7138 
Oct 14  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Fall Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  See 
www.hundreddollarhamburger.com for others.  

Short Final… from AVWeb (www.avweb.com) 
 
Heard on Philadelphia Approach: 
Duke 1234: Philly Approach, we're gonna begin our VFR descent for the field. 
Controller : Duke 1234, say altitude descending to. 
Duke 1234: We're descending for the field. 
Controller : Roger, Duke 1234, say altitude descending to. 
Duke 1234: Well, the field elevation is 78 feet, so ... hopefully, we won't be going below that. 
Controller : Squawk 1200, radar services terminated.  
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Next Meeting 
When:  Saturday, January 21st,12 Noon 
Where:  CC Jones Building, Apex, NC 
What:  EAA 1114 Annual Holiday Gathering 2006 
Program: Covered Dish Luncheon for the Family 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

Aer ial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81) 

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’  
Runway: 9/27, 2400’  turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 

What’s inside this month: 
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The View from Above   2 
Short Wing Pipers    3 
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