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January Meeting 
Annual Holiday Lunch 

T he CC Jones Center was an 
excellent Facility for our 2006 
Hol iday Gathering. The 
weather was not ideal but very 

comfortable with a mid day temperature 
of 51 degrees with light rain all day. 
Parking was more than adequate.  

Special thanks go to member Paul 
White and two of his crew for setting up 
the tables Saturday morning and transfer-
ring equipment over from the Bull Shack. 
Special thanks to Paul and his crew for 
cleaning the floors, kitchen and bath-
rooms which required dry and wet mop-
ping the entire facility and returning the 
facility as we found it. Special thanks go 
to the Kubatz family, Barry and Ellen 
Sherrill, and Dwight Frye for helping 
with setup, tear down and clean up. Spe-
cial thanks to Kent Misegades for provid-
ing the computer, projector, screen and 
assistance.  

The facilities manager called last 
night to say he was very pleased with 
way the building was left - he has re-
turned our deposit. I requested that Janu-
ary 20, 2007 be reserved for us,; he will 
contact me on Monday to arrange for 
this. If there is any objection to returning 
to this facility next year, please let me 
know immediately, as requests are al-
ready being made for the facility. 

We received $207.47 in donations to 
cover the building rental costs. The rental 
cost was $200 and the deposit has been 
returned. The secretary reported the offi-
cial attendance as 120. We had 150 seats 
available at the tables. Dottie and I used 
the computer to arrange the room for the 
most efficient seating, serving and flow 
of our guests. We did at least four layouts 
to meet the projected 175 attendees. The 
layout that we used worked very well 
although we should change the layout to 
allow for larger screen projection. An 
additional sound system would also be a 
consideration.        
  

We did not run out of food but 
there was very little left. The chapter 
purchased 100 pieces of chicken from 
Smithfield's BBQ (26breasts, 37 legs 
and 37 wings) to make sure our guest 
had enough to eat.  

The separation of the serving area 
from the program area made hearing 
and speaking much better while allow-
ing as many trips to the food, drinks or 
facilities as necessary. Following a 
program (agenda) helped with the over-
all flow of the meeting; granted im-
provements are needed. The layout 
should include a larger "mingling" area 
for guests interaction. We should pro-
vide an area in the foyer for guests to 

complete name tags and also sign a guest 
register (for everyone). 

We should consider inviting a guest 
speaker to do a 15 to 20 minute light and 
entertaining program adapted to aviation 
for all family members.  

After all is said and done, this was 
not only a great facility but a great way 
to visit with family and friends. All our 
local FBOs were sent an invitation to the 
Holiday Gathering—none attended. We 
should consider making specific job as-
signments prior to the next events to 
more evenly distribute the load. 
 

Ken and Dottie Baird 

Above left: Chapter President Denny Mercer presents Dwight Frye with 
the 2005 Chapter Service Award for Dwight’s superb effort as Chapter 
Webmaster; right, Chapter Newsletter Editor Kent Misegades presents 
Mark Ash with a plaque thanking Mark, Cecil Boyd and Denny Mercer as 
founders of Chapter 1114 for their decade of contributions.  

Above left: YE Coordinator Jim Dukeman and member Vic Sharpe cruise 
the bountiful smorgasbord; right, Apex’ CC Jones Community Center 
made for a comfortable and warm location for this year’s event.  
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The View from Above 
Denny Mercer, President 
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K ent Misegades, Chapter 
1114’s esteemed newsletter 
editor, emailed me this after-
noon and told me he was 

ready for my monthly contribution (?) to 
the newsletter.  I have nothing prepared 
and, in truth, my mind isn’ t working very 
well right now (2230 hours, Friday, for 
you Military types).  I have been very 
busy the past several days.  I flew round-
trip to Savannah on Thursday and round-
trip to an airport north of Baltimore yes-
terday.  The two trips consisted of only 
650 nautical miles (about 750 statute 
miles, for you civilian types), so, my old 
body is not particularly tired.  However, 
my mind is full of “ stuff”  and I apologize 
for what comes next. 
 
As I am wont to do I recently read a test-
pilot report on an airplane.  In it, the 
pilot compares the tested airplane with a 
Pitts S-1T.  I have severely “ edited”  the 
report and here present the edited report.  
You will note that the aircraft type has 
been replaced with the letter “ X” .  Can 
you tell me what airplane is being tested?  
 
How Does I t Compare? I had the luxury 
of being able to fly my Pitts S-1T during 
the same days that I flew the X. Thus I 
was able to fly comparison flights in 
comparable air. The following is a sum-
mary of some of the comparison flying I 
performed.  
 
Speed I have always felt that the Pitts S-
1T was a pretty fast cross country air-
plane considering it is a biplane and has 
only 200 horsepower.  It can nearly keep 
up with a Mooney or a Cessna 210 at low 
altitudes on short flight legs. However, 
the X is 17 mph faster than the Pitts S-1T 
in cross-country flight.  Testing was per-
formed using section lines for north, 
south, east, and west orientation. Align-
ing the aircraft with these lines and ig-
noring drift allowed me to use the GPS 
technique, which requires three legs and 
the use of trigonometry to take out the 

wind component.  This method is ex-
tremely accurate and closer than any-
thing I could have obtained short of a 
trailing airspeed source.  Using full 
rated power at usual cruising altitudes 
and comparing the X to the Pitts S-1T, 
I found that the Pitts produced 182 mph 
and the X produced 199 mph.   
 
Sustained Rate Of Climb The tech-
nique employed here was to begin the 
climb at 500 feet AGL in order to have 
a sustained rate of climb established 
passing through 2,000 feet MSL.  Time 
hacks were then noted passing through 
each thousand foot interval to 5,000 
feet MSL.  The comparisons were as 
follows: Pitts S-1T = 1,800 fpm.  X = 
2,180 fpm. Since the X has 20 less 
horsepower than the Pitts it seemed 
that the difference was more than the 
extra drag of the biplane versus the 
monoplane.   
 
Going Vertical The test process was to 
enter the vertical from the same alti-
tude (2,000 feet MSL) using maximum 
rated power. Then when the wing tip 
yarn reversed itself a quick reading of 
the altimeter was obtained.  This 
method lacks finesse because no two 
altimeters are the same and there is 
some lag.  Repeated tests were per-
formed and the results were averaged.  
In view of the other tests the results are 
reasonably accurate.  It would be inter-
esting to perform this series with Dop-
pler Radar, but since I don’ t buy lottery 
tickets I am unlikely to win the cash 
necessary for such a test.  The results 
obtained were as follows: Pitts S-1T = 
1,500 feet. X = 2,000 feet. Vertical 
Capture I defined this series of tests as 
how high I could penetrate vertically 
and fly away upright at a constant alti-
tude with an airspeed just above stall. 
This series of tests is difficult to per-
form since to be accurate each attempt 
must be maximized. Subtle variations in 
pulling, yawing on vertical, or varia-
tions in pushing over the top can alter 
the outcome significantly. After many 
attempts the results were as follows: 
Pitts S-1T = 1,000 feet. X = 2,000 feet. 
 
Tail Slides First of all, let me say how 
overjoyed I was with the X’s tail slide 

characteristics.  The Pitts S-1T has a 
heavy metal bladed prop and is short 
coupled.  Tail slides in it require an in-
credible amount of finesse to prevent 
torqueing. There is a great gyroscopic 
precessional effect of this heavy prop 
disc when falling through the tail slide. 
Left to itself the aircraft reliably passes 
through 90 degrees of roll during the 
descent from the apex. Learning to offset 
this tendency with aerodynamic controls 
had always required an inordinate 
amount of my practice time.  After the 
first few test tail slides in the X I stopped 
practicing them. They are more benign 
and predictable than in any other aero-
batic aircraft I have flown.  
 
Roll Rate In Stable Horizontal Flight 
This is an extremely tricky measurement 
to accomplish. Therefore I would not be 
surprised if others would have slightly 
different results.  A great many tests were 
performed to reduce the error inherent in 
punching the stopwatch.  The technique 
used was the same on each aircraft.  The 
sustained roll rate for the first two revo-
lutions appeared to be stable and repeat-
able.  The figures cited here are valid for 
either one or two revolutions and are the 
average of a great number of tests. The 
Pitts S-1T rate of roll = 180 degrees per 
second. X rate of roll = 360 degrees per 
second.  More than two rolls are of no 
value in IAC competition.  For air show 
work the X is capable of 14 continuous 
linked rolls.  Beyond six rolls the vertigo 
upon stopping is more than I care to ex-
perience so that has been my personal 
limit.   
 
Time Spent In Ascending Vertical Rolls 
Of great importance in competition is the 
rate of roll on the ascending line. Speed 
drops dramatically when ascending and 
the ability to complete the required rolls 
with a visible line before and after is a 
scoring asset.  It is interesting that many 
Pitts modifications have been developed 
to increase the roll rate for that purpose.  
The test Pitts S-1T (N49305) the first 
factory production aircraft) had been 
modified with the addition of spades and 
all control surfaces gap sealed. The X 
ailerons are stock in design but entirely 
covered with plywood rather than a com-
bination of plywood and fabric. Tests 

continued on pg. 3 
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were begun at red line airspeed with maxi-
mum power at the same density altitude. Im-
mediately upon pulling up to the vertical full 
aileron was instituted.  Simultaneously with 
aileron movement the stopwatch was acti-
vated.  The watch was stopped when the 
specified number of revolutions was com-
pleted after instituting full aileron movement. 
Thus the time to institute as well as stop the 
roll(s) is included in the total time recorded 
here.  The importance of having a rapid roll 
rate available is enormous. It allows the pilot 
the option of drawing long lines before and 
after roll(s) as well as modifying the aileron 
input to create a constant rate of roll while 
the speed is decaying.  Pitts S-1T, one roll up 
= 3 seconds. X, one roll up = 1.1 seconds. 
Pitts S-1T, two rolls up = 6.5 seconds X, two 
rolls up = 2.9 seconds.  
 
Quarter Loops—Up And Down Another 
important measurement is the time spent in a 
quarter loop up or down.  I believe that the 
shorter, quicker radius receives a better 
grade than the slow, deliberate, more grace-
ful movement.  And finally, the length of time 
spent in the quarter loop is extremely impor-
tant in the prevention of blackout.  A heavy G 
load of short duration will not produce black-
out as easily as a lesser G load over a longer 
duration.  These measurements are also diffi-
cult to produce and are subject to operator 
error, so numerous tests were performed.  My 
X averaged 1.9 seconds . In the pull from 
horizontal to vertical the times averaged 2.6 
seconds.  This began to explain why I have 
never been near graying out in the X.  I was 
completing the G load stress before the blood 
had a chance to leave my head.  The X cor-
ners best (best penetration) between 6 and 7 
positive Gs. Although stressed for +/-10 Gs 
with the usual safety factor beyond those 
limits.  I have found that it is difficult (at least 
for this pilot) to go beyond +8.5 and -5.2 Gs, 
nor is it necessary.  High G loads scrub off 
energy.  A good flight with lots of energy 
retention seems to be within the limits of +6.0 
and -4.5.  I believe the Pitts is more demand-
ing of a higher skill level to perform this fig-
ure with maximum energy retention (and a 
good score).   
 
The X rolls out on landing with much less 
requirement for pilot input. It maintains a 
higher level of energy throughout a sequence 
than the Pitts. I will, however, always cherish 
the memory of the 1,200 or so hours I have 
spent in Pitts cockpits as they have provided 
me with a safe and instructive classroom in 
which to improve my pilot skills. 
 
End of pilot report 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

continued from pg. 2 

Ft. Lauderdale History 
Ben Marion 
 

I thought I would share a couple of 
old negatives with the Chapter. Both of 
them were given to me by my cousin’s 
wife, whose grandfather took them with 
God knows what kind of camera.  The 
first is a Dornier DO-X on its around the 
world tour. The photo was taken off  Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach in September 1931 as 
the DO-X headed north. The second is 
the first airplane crash in Lauderdale. I 
know very little about this incident other 
than what one can read on the side of the 
airplane: Bradshaw Air Line. I do know 
that the first airstrip ran parallel to the 
intracoastal waterway just below Las 
Olas Blvd. (thank you, Ben Marion) 

Above: 12-engined Dornier Do-X 
heads north along the Ft. Lauder-
dale beach; below: the crash of 
this Bradshaw Air Line biplane 
brought out the locals.  

Visit Aero Friedrichshafen 
with Kent & Ulli Misegades 
 

April 19-22, 2007, is the date for 
Aero Friedrichshafen, Europe’s largest 
trade show for general aviation, held 
every two years in Friedrichshafen, 
Germany. Located on the spectacular 
Lake Constance near the Swiss and 
Austrian borders, Friedrichshafen is not 
only home to Europe’s equivalent of 
the EAA’s Air Venture, but it is also a 
historic center for aeronautical devel-
opments with companies such as Zep-
pelin, Dornier, Pilatus, Grob and MTU 
calling the region home.  

I had the good fortune to work as 
an aerodynamicist for Dornier on Lake 
Constance in 1980-1984, where I met 
my wife, Ulli. Our daughter, Tineke, 
was born in Friedrichshafen in 1983. 

Ulli and I would like to invite 
Chapter members to join us on a trip to 
attend Aero in April of 2007. Other 
than viewing Europe’s most advanced 
light aircraft designs, we’ ll organize 
side trips to the many local attractions, 
for instance the Zeppelin and Dornier 
museums, visits to the picturesque vil-
lages on Lake Constance via the “white 
fleet”  of cruise ships, a rack train ride 
up into the Swiss Alps to visit the his-
toric town of Appenzell, a cable car 
ride to the top of the Pfaender, a moun-
tain peak in nearby Austria, a boat ride 
into the impressive falls of the Rhine 
river, tours of ornate Barock castles, 
and trips through the lovely German, 
Austrian and Swiss countryside. Flights 
above Lake Constance or into the Alps 
in powered planes, gliders or even a 
Zeppelin can be arranged. Shoppers & 
gourmets will be in 7th heaven. 

Why announce this now, more 
than a year ahead of time? Aero is a 
very popular event, and one must act 
early to arrange accommodations. We 
also need to gauge peoples’  interests in 
order to prepare suggested activities for 
what will likely be a 7-10 day trip. 

If you are interested in joining us, 
please let me know at an upcoming 
Chapter meeti ng or by emai l 
(kmisegades@bellsouth.net).  

 
We can assure you a 

memorable trip, touring 
one of Europe’s most 
beautiful regions. 

 
Kent Misegades 
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Builder’s Update 2006 
 
Barry Sherrill—Sonex 
 
Both wings are (still) complete, as well 
as the empennage. We moved in Decem-
ber '04 into a house with more garage 
space, so I can work more comfortably 
now. I have been afflicted with the 
homebuilder's scourge lately - that of 
being motivationally challenged. I proba-
bly need some volunteers to come look at 
my project, compliment me profusely on 
my workmanship, and then threaten me 
with bodily harm if I haven't made some 
more progress by the time of their next 
visit. But, in any case, the tail cone is up 
on the bench and is well along. New, 
extra-long drill bits were purchased at 
Sun 'n Fun in '05 to facilitate drilling 
attach points for turtle-deck formers. 
And, a set of deburring bits were also 
found at the Fly Market there. 

Dennis Roberts—RV-7 
 
I would love to share my project with 
anyone that would be interested. Being 
a relatively new builder myself, it 
would be a great help to have construc-
tive feedback from viewers of my 
builder's log / website. My website has 
a day to day progress report as well as 
several photos of the various construc-
tion phases. I am nearly finished with 
the empennage of my RV-7 (N35DR 
Reserved). All that remains is final 
assembly of both elevators. The wing 
kit is due to be shipped within the next 
2-3 weeks. Feel free to contact me if 
you need any further information. Or-
dered Wing Kit December 15, 2005. 
Tentative shipping date the week of 
February 27, 2006  
E-mail: Dennis@DRRV7.com  
Builder's Log: http://DRRV7.com  

Michael Crowder—Sonex 
 
Since the last club update on my project, 
I have completed both the right and left 
Wing Assemblies and completed the Aft 
Fuselage section. I’ve just started on the 
Forward Fuselage/Cockpit area. All 
along, I’ ve been using “Kitlog Pro” soft-
ware to keep my builder’s log. Recently, 
the software was updated to include a 
weblog feature. My builder’s log can 
now be seen on the internet, http://
www.ki t l og.com/users/ i ndex.php?
user=mcrowder&project=36 . I’m still 
amazed on how good the plans have 
been. So far the Wings have been the 
most difficult to build and that is only 
because of their size. Every time I had to 
flip the Wing over I required a second set 
of hands. For the short term, I’ve moved 
the wings and fuselage section to an out-
side storage building to gain back much 
needed space. I can’ t even imagine build-
ing in a one car garage! But I’m a little 
disorganized at times and others have 
done it. I thought the Aft Fuselage sec-
tion went together rather quickly. It was 
really exciting seeing the big pieces go-
ing together; knowing that someday this 
was going to be an airplane. I’ve got 
around 575 hours in the project now, so it 
looks like I put around 200 hours into 
building last year. I’m hoping I can de-
vote a few more hours this year! 

EAA1114 builders made good pro-
gress in 2005: above, Barry 
Sherrill’s Sonex; right Dennis Rob-
erts’ RV-7; far right, Michael 
Crowder’s Sonex. Thank goodness 
for garage workshops! 
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Rarest of the Rare 
Graham White 

 

O ccasionally you get lucky 
when collecting aircraft en-
gines. Such was the case 
when I obtained the ultra rare 

Continental IV-1430. This engine repre-
sented one of the last gasps of the ill 
fated “Hyper Program.”   Amazingly, 
despite the expenditure of huge sums of 
money and taking up the best resources 
the country could offer during the 
1930s’ , this program has been all but 
forgotten.  

Due to a number of occurrences such 
as the Great Depression, mismanagement 
and poor timing nothing ever came of it. 
Notwithstanding its lack of success some 
fascinating engines were developed to 
comply with the Hyper requirements. 
These requirements included one horse-
power per pound of weigh, one horse-
power per cubic inch, buried installation 
capability and high temperature opera-
tion.  

A number of years ago during a trip 
to East Hartford I took time out to visit 
the New England Air Museum (NEAM). 
As with most museums the best stuff is 
stashed away in the “back lot”  where 
excess and unwanted inventory is stored. 
Sitting forlornly in one of the storage 
sheds sat a sight that I found unbeliev-
able; surely this couldn’ t be an IV-1430? 
Sure was. Furthermore it appeared to be 
in good condition if one looked beyond 
the years of accumulated dust and crud.  

Icing on the cake was the fact it sat 
in its original shipping crate. And even 
this was a work of art, not one wood 
screw or nail, it was all held together 
with aircraft grade fasteners. It also had 
the hallmarks of being built by a master 
carpenter. Little wonder that NOS (new 
old stock) parts left over from WWII are 
still in brand new condition thanks to the 
extraordinary lengths taken for long term 
storage and packaging.  

Back to the IV-1430, after admiring 
it for some time I continued poking 
around the back lot. However, I didn’ t 
forget the Continental; I thought, gosh, 
what a great addition to my collection 
this would make. Once I latch onto an 
idea I’m like a pit bull, no dissuading me 
otherwise as to the efficacy or practical-
ity of such an idea. After returning home 
I put a call into my good friend Jack 
Connors who also happens to be the en-
gine curator of the NEAM. I enquired as 

to the disposition of the Continental; he 
said he’d look into it.  

Jack suggested that I write a letter 
to Mike Speciale, the Museum’s Direc-
tor. Long story short, Mike agreed to 
part with the Continental at a very fair 
price. Living in N. Carolina at the time 
made for a long trip to pick it up but it 
fit in the bed of my truck nicely. After 
getting it home, it was obvious that it 
would be some time before I could get 
around to working on it. Due to other 
obligations such as holding down a 
high stress day job, working on the R-
2800 book and other commitments 
meant that I couldn’ t strike lick on it. 
Even so, it was hard to resist the temp-
tation to just ogle at this prize.  

Removing inspection plates re-
vealed what appeared to be a zero time 
engine – lots of cosmolene and beauti-
fully polished steel parts. As an aside, I 
am still astounded at the quality and 
workmanship inside WWII aircraft 
engines, regardless of manufacturer. 
Another piece of good luck occurred 
when my good friend Al Marcucci, 
owner of “Savage Magneto Services”  
in Hayward California told me about a 
friend of his who represented Cham-
pion Spark plugs. Before I knew it a 
brand new set of 24 Champion plugs 
arrived in the mail. This made a major 
contribution to the budgetary concerns 
of the project.  

A year after retiring from the “day 
job”  my wife and I moved (returned) to 
Florida. We purchased a house on an 
airport community with a 2000 square 
foot hangar – enough room for my toys 
– finally. Now I could get going on the 
Continental. Obtaining a complete set 
of manuals is a must do with an engine 
project, however, I figured my chances 
would be slim to none on obtaining 
these key documents. As they say; 
nothing ventured nothing gained.  

I put a call into the National Air &  
Space Museum, lo and behold they had 
‘em all; parts, overhaul, fits and clear-
ances and service. If you can put up 
with their bureaucracy and less than 
friendly attitude towards customers 
they are a great source of hard to find 
manuals, furthermore, their copies are 
from originals rather than 10th genera-
tion copies you typically get from the 
commercial manual companies.  

First order of business was to de-
sign a display trailer. After retiring I no 
longer had access to CATIA or any 
other CAD system. So I bit the bullet 

and purchased my own. Good grief, the 
price on this software is now dirt cheap. I 
paid $49 for a system that would have 
cost over $100K 20 years ago – such is 
progress, this is the kind I like. One as-
pect of the project had been knawing at 
me – what to do with the shipping crate. 
Any thought of pitching it out would 
have broken my heart, that’s part of my 
pack rat genetic makeup. Then a friend 
came up with a great idea; make a planter 
out of it. So now it’s adorned with pan-
sies, petunias and other assorted flowers. 
Looks great.  

to be continued next month 
 

IV-1430 Vital Statistics: 
 
Bore………………………………5.5 in. 
Stroke…………………………….5.0 in. 
Horsepower…………..1,600 @3,300rpm 
 (2,100 @ 3,400rpm emergency) 
Weight…………………………1,450lbs 
Aircraft……………….Lockheed XP-49, 
         McDonnell XP-67  

Above: Graham’s hangar full of his-
toric engines; below: with wife Diane 

XP-49 

XP-67 
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February 18th EAA1114 Meeting 

Greg Rolle, Chief Aviation Specialist, The Bahamas 
This month’s program started out as a request from a member wanting to learn more about flying to the Caribbean Islands. With Sun 
’n Fun coming up, it might be a good time to have such a program. Last summer, I visited the Bahamas Tourist Bureau's booth at Air 
Venture 2005 in Oshkosh. With the information they gave me, I was able to contact them, resulting in the Bureau’s agreeing to send 
their Chief Aviation Specialist, Greg Rolle, to speak at our February meeting. He will talk about island flying and provide informa-
tion helpful for all of us to fly the Caribbean.  

Bill Terrill, Program Chairman 

CHAPTER NEWS       
 
Builders/Restorers: The February and March issues of Aerial Pursuits will once again feature the status of the many construction 
and restoration projects under way by Chapter members. The Editor requests a br ief summary of the current state of your project 
and few images, sent preferably electronically to kent@ensight.com  New aircraft owners are also invited to send images and a 
brief description of your latest acquisitions.  
 
Jim Dukeman wr ites: What a month, Southern Aviator has a great article and PICTURES of our own Claude Burkhead and 
SPORT PILOT has a great article from Tom Gregorski.  Congratulations to you both. 

A s a kid I watched many action/adventure films, most of which would include at 
least one good scene in an airplane.  The scene would usually incorporate the 
recycled theme of our hero fleeing from his enemies in a vintage plane of ques-
tionable airworthiness, “borrowed”  from a conveniently unattended flight line 

or maintenance hangar.  Whether single or multi-engine, fixed gear or complex, all that was 
required for takeoff was that the hero karate chop the neck or shoulder of some sleeping 
guard, hop in the airplane and go.  Looking back I don’ t recall ever seeing a POH consulted 
nor the hero’s use of a checklist but as a kid this didn’ t offend my sensibilities much.  
Though I must admit, now that I’m all grown up and a pilot myself, I do wonder how the 
hero could have the preflight, engine start, and operating procedures (including all the V 
speeds) memorized for every type of aircraft he might possibly run across when finding 
himself fleeing from machine gun fire but I’ ll allow Hollywood it’s poetic license. 

The hero, sometimes accompanied by a damsel in distress and sometimes not, 
would lift off amidst a hail of bullets and lumber into the air toward sweet freedom.  The 
camera pans from the hero’s smug smile back to the cursing henchmen below.  The hench-
men in a fit of dismay throw their guns to the ground while off in the distance the head vil-
lain furrows his brow and strokes a hairless cat while smoking a cigarette on the tip of an 
incredibly long filter.   However, it doesn’ t end here. 

Just when we thought our hero was safe, the aircraft would inevitably begin to 
present symptoms which aroused concern.  En route to home base we would discover that 
the radio was inoperable, there wasn’ t enough fuel, a bullet had cut some hydraulic line, the controls were frozen, an engine had 
caught fire, or that the plane was just “ too heavy.”   The last one makes me laugh now.  I mean, what would lead one to determine the 
airplane is “ too heavy”  when already cruising at 6000 feet?  How did it even get off the runway if this was truly an issue?  Oh well, 
poetic license again and the specific failure mechanism is not the point I’m eventually going to make anyway.  I’d watch and bite my 
nails as the hero was forced to fly a broken airplane into a farmer’s field, a parking lot, a thick jungle, a mountainside, or sometimes 
even all the way home. 

What interests me most about these films?  Or more specifically, why do I relate to these scenes?  Is it because I think I look 
like Harrison Ford?  No.  It’s because they contain one universal truth.  All airplanes have something wrong with them. 

Whether major or minor, something always seems to be broken or at least not 100% the way you want it.  I found this to be 
true when I was renting and this truth was thoroughly reinforced once I became an airplane owner.  It’s simply a part of the aviation 
experience.  It’s one of the things that bind us together as brothers and sisters in the fellowship of flight.  Whether prince or pauper, 
every aviator has, had, or will have something broken on his or her aircraft.  To quote one of our patriarchs Bobby Cox, “ It’s always 
something.”  

My only advice is to enjoy it while it’ s running right, grab a damsel in distress if you can find one, and go fly… 
Jason Proctor 
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EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2005-2006 
 
President    Denny Mercer  387-0290  207LH@bellsouth.net 
Vice-President    Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com 
Secretary & Chapter Apparel  Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Treasurer    Ken Baird  851-4922  kbaird@juno.com 
Chapter Administrator   Dottie Baird  851-4922 kbaird@juno.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@nc.rr.com  
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor  Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  Jim & Sandy Dukeman 362-9252  Plane80n@mindspring.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  303-8230  kent@ensight.com 

Copyright 2006 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aer ial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ken Baird, 3809 Campbell Rd., Raleigh, NC, 
27606. Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 
27519, kent@ensight.com.  

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    ...your $100 hamburger resource 
 
Feb 18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: Greg Rolle on flying in the Bahamas 
Feb 26th  South Carolina Breakfast Club, Eagle Av., SC (VAE), 803-432-9595 
Mar  11  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Mar 12th South Carolina Breakfast Club, Anderson, SC (AND), 803-432-9595 
Mar  18  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Mar 26th South Carolina Breakfast Club, Georgetown, SC (GGE), 803-432-9595 
Apr 4-10 Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In, Lakeland Regional Airport (LAL), www.sun-n-fun.org 
Apr  8  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Apr 9th  South Carolina Breakfast Club, Alan Smoak Field, SC, 803-432-9595 
Apr  15  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Apr 23rd South Carolina Breakfast Club, Broxton Bridge, SC, 803-432-9595 
Apr 29th  EAA Chapter 960 Spring Fly-In, Farmville, NC (N08), lunch starts at 10AM, no fuel on field, eaa960.org 
May 5-7  VAA Chapter 3 Spring Fly-In, Burlington, NC, 843-753-7138 
May 13th EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter  Clubhouse, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
May 13  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Spring Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
May 20th EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
May 18-21 The Mid-Atlantic Fly-In & Sport Aviation Convention, Lumberton Airport (LBT), www.mafsac.com 
Jul 24-30 EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport (OSH), Oshkosh, WI, www.airventure.org 
Sep 30-Oct 1 Virginia Regional EAA Fly-In, Dinwiddie County Airport (PTB), Petersburg, VA, www.vaeaa.org 
Oct 6-8  VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Camden, SC, 843-753-7138 
Oct 14  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Fall Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  See 
www.hundreddollarhamburger.com for others.  

 
Yep, that©s my great uncle Hans from der old country...he vas almost famous for the 
longest flight mit a rubber band powered airplane (it vas stretched out behind him in 
der photo) but....it schnapped! Poor great uncle Hans...vas flapped to death before 
he could be rescued. Der family distillery, in his honor, however, named a special 
brew in memorial: Schnapps! Der drink is famous but great uncle Hans izh not. 
Alas.....  

Tom Chipley 
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Next Meeting 
When:  Saturday, February 18th, 8:00 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  Greg Rolle, Chief Aviation Specialist 
Program: Flying in the Bahamas 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

Aer ial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81) 

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’  
Runway: 9/27, 2400’  turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 

What’s inside this month: 
 
January Meeting     1 
The View from Above   2 
Visit Aero 2007 with the Misegades 3 
Ft. Lauderdale History   3 
Builder’s Update 2006   4 
Rarest of the Rare    5 
Chapter News     6 
Enjoy it while it’s running right  6 
February Meeting    6 
Sport Aviation Calendar  NC, SC, VA 7 
EAA Chapter 1114 Officers  7 

� �� � �� � � � ���
� � 	 � 
 �� � 
 
 � � �


