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July Meeting 
USMC LTC Paul Ryan 
V-22 Osprey Pilot 

W hat kind of a guy would 
get up at 5:30 on a Satur-
day morning., fly half 
way across the state alone 

in a small single engine airplane, navi-
gate through marginal weather to an un-
familiar grass strip to speak to a group of 
people he doesn’ t know?  Meet an ex-
traordinary Marine Corps Aviator, LTC 
Paul Ryan. 

 
Paul grew up in Prescott Arizona, 

the son of a Marine Officer. After a 
rough and tumble childhood in the south-
western desert as an outdoorsman and 
hunter he attended the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy at Annapolis, MD.  Following 
graduation, he became a Marine pilot and 
followed in his father’s footsteps and was 
assigned in Hawaii to the CH-53 Jolly-
Green Giant Squadron his father had 
commanded in Viet Nam.  After 51/2 
years, Paul was reassigned to the Navy 
Test Pilot School at Patuxent, MD.  
Along the way Paul picked up Master’s 
degrees at Emery Riddle and Georgia 
Tech as well as FAA ratings of ATP in 
helicopter and multi-engine fixed wing, 
CFI and CFII.  After graduation Paul was 
assigned to the experimental Osprey pro-
gram and has been there for 4 ½ years.  
His current billet is at the Marine Air 
Station, New River, NC. 

Mission of the Osprey 
The Marine Corps plan for the V22 

Osprey is to replace the CH-46 and 
CH-53 Helicopter’s pictured below.  
The V22 has the same capability to 
move troops and equipment as the air-
craft it replaces but has increased speed 
(250 knots versus 120 knots) and up-
graded mission systems.  Having heard 
Captain Pat McMonigle talk about the 
Marine’s Harrier when he spoke to our 
group in November 04, you can imag-
ine how the V22 would fit in nicely 
with the capabilities of the Harrier. 

 
The V-22 offers more capability 
and speed (240 kts vs. 115 kts) 
than the CH-47 and CH-53 Heli-
copters they will replace. 

 
Specifics about the Airplane 
One of the factors driving the V22 

program was the requirement to have 
the same footprint as the CH-46 in or-
der to fit on Navy ships. The V22 uses 
the same Rolls Royce engines that the 
Air Force C-130 uses and has a very 
similar look and space as the C-130 
cockpit.  It can be flown on just one 
engine and is highly survivable having 
redundant systems that can withstand a 
50 caliber round and still function.  The 
aircraft is night and low-weather capa-
ble, has oxygen for the crew and can be 
supplemented with oxygen for passen-
gers.  It has four electrical generators, 
two of which are for anti-icing.  The 
aircraft has 24 seats and can carry 
8000lbs internally and approximately 
10,000 pounds externally.  It carries 
10,000 pounds of fuel which translates 
to a mission time of approximately 2 
hours and 45 minutes.   The V22 can be 
flown from either the right or the left 
seat and flies quietly (for a helicopter-
type system) especially in forward 
flight and has a distinct sound as you 
might expect.  Presently there is no 

defensive arming system on the aircraft 
but this is being re-examined for future 
V22s.  The aircraft does not have an ejec-
tion system and pilots do not wear para-
chutes. 

One question LTC Ryan was unable 
to answer was on the V22’s wing load-
ing. He said he’d get back with us on that 
subject. His emailed response was as 
follows:  “ I did a limited search of the 
historical and technical literature I have 
locally on the Osprey looking for a nomi-
nal wing loading number and did not find 
one listed, so I did the next best thing and 
had some of my men go measure the 
wing.  They came up with a 51© 2" length 
by 9© width.  Comes out to 460.5 square 
feet.  A combat loaded aircraft with a full 
bag of gas and 24 troops loaded would 
weigh ~ 49,000 lbs giving a wing loading 
of ~ 106.4 lbs/sq. ft.  Hope that is enough 
info for the gentlemen who asked the 
question.”  

 
Current Status 
After earlier setbacks in the pro-

gram, the aircraft status was recently 
upgraded and a public demonstration 
took place at New River Air Station the 
week of July 11th, 2005.  The Marine 
Corps has an order for 360 V22’s, the Air 
Force has an order for 50 for special op-
erations commands and the Navy is pro-
jected to be in the market for 40-50 air-
craft. 

 
Afterthoughts on this Airplane 
Although this is a new purchase for 

the Marines, the program has been on 
going for up to 20 years.  Much of the 
technology is 1980s vintage.  Every mili-
tary planner has long dreamed of an air-
plane that can go fast, carry lots, land 
anywhere, is well armed, has low logis-
tics requirements, is easy to use, has is 
redundant systems and is high surviv-
able.  The Osprey comes close but per-
haps ahead of it’s time. 

Our guest speaker for July, USMC 
LTC Paul Ryan with Denny Mercer. 

continued on page 3 
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The View from Above 
Denny Mercer, President 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

J ack Phillips, he, the builder of 
the recently completed Pieten-
pol, he, the Oshkosh award win-
ner (Plans Built Workmanship 

Award), he, who became weathered-in at 
the Rome, Georgia Airport (RMG) on his 
return from Oshkosh and was forced to 
leave his gorgeous airplane in a hangar 
on that field is the same guy who howled, 
“ Help,”  to this old man the other day.  
So, Tuesday Jack and I flew in my RV-7 
to Rome and retrieved his pretty air-
plane. 

The weather that day was a bit yucky 
(a technical term that only airplane peo-
ple will understand) with six miles visi-
bility from here to Charlotte, getting 
worse as we traveled west, going down to 
three and four-miles in haze as we 
neared the foothills close to Rome.  We 
flew at 10,500 feet on the westerly leg 
and started a descent into the scud about 
forty miles out, landing after a flight of a 
few minutes less than two hours duration.  
Jack filled my RV with fuel and my empty 
belly with Bar-B-Q and sweet tea from a 
deli on the field.  (Jack and I decided that 
when we collaborate to govern the world, 
“ All airports will have a restaurant on 
the field.”   No exceptions will be toler-
ated!) 

So, after eating lunch, Jack pre-
flighted the Piet and we departed simul-
taneously on the same runway; he from 
the end of the runway and I from the in-
tersection in front of the operations 
building.  I climbed to 11,500 feet for the 
easterly return and gave a few not-very-
welcome pilot reports to Jack as I 
climbed.  “ The poopy air continues, my 

friend, with cloud bases at about 4,000 
feet and tops at about nine thousand, so 
you gotta’  stay low.”   Jack had some 
low scud for the first sixty miles, or so, 
while I was traveling in clear air with a 
nice, cool temperature in the fifties. 

We departed Rome at 35 minutes 
past noon.  I drove into my hangar at 
Cox Field at 2:45, having suffered a 
twelve-knot headwind.  I met Jack at 
his hangar at 7:15 that evening.  He 
was one tired puppy, as you can imag-
ine.  The Piet performed flawlessly to 
Oshkosh and back— albeit cruising at 
a rather lethargic air speed of 65-
knots. 

 The last hour of my return to 
Cox Field was most uncomfortable.  
My left ear started aching like crazy—
down deep.  I readjusted my headset to 
no avail, so there was nothing to do but 
to tough-it-out.  Tom Rudisill was in 
the hangar as I scrambled from my 
plane to the wing root, exclaiming, 
“ My ear hurts!”   He was not very sym-
pathetic as I described my ear discom-
fort and, sure enough it soon became 
tolerable and was not much of a prob-
lem for the rest of the day although the 
discomfort awakened me a few times 
during the night.   

I arose from bed at about 0530 
Wednesday and had no discomfort at 
all as I prepared to visit our family 
doctor for my annual, rather compre-
hensive medical exam.  She (my doctor 
is, of course, a woman) completed all 
the endearing things physicians do in 
performing an annual and ended her 
perusal of my body by looking into my 
ears.  The right ear examination elic-
ited a little grunt of approval.  The left 
ear scrutiny lasted a good bit longer 
and I interrupted her oral assessment 
to ‘splain the unpleasantness of the 
previous day.   

“ How high were you flying?”  she 
asked.  “ The capillaries on your ear 
drum have burst and they look like red 
spider webs.”   I answered that, tho’  I 
was flying at an altitude of only 11,500 
feet, the density altitude on that warmer-
than-standard day made the effective 
altitude greater than 14,000 feet.  (I had 
that information ready at hand thanks to 
my Garmin 530.)  The good doctoress 
told me it could take a few months for my 
ear to repair itself and, in the meantime, 
“ Don’ t go so high in that blasted air-
plane.”  

One of you bright engineers should 
be able to tell me why the forgoing inci-
dent occurred.  Could my tight-fitting, 
noise-attenuating headset have pressur-
ized my ear and precluded it from adjust-
ing, gradually, to the decreasing pres-
sure?  Could that have caused the veins 
to burst?  (“ burst”  is my term, for I for-
get the word the doctor used)  I have 
been higher than 14,000 feet on several 
occasions with no untoward incident.  
This one is a mystery, however, it must 
have something to do with the flight. 

It is late Thursday evening as I write 
this and the temperature right this minute 
is 87 degrees.  I was hoping for a little 
break in this heat so that we could do a 
little comfortable flying this coming 
weekend.  But, heat or not, if VFR is le-
gal for the next few days, I will suffer the 
oppressive temperatures to get back in 
the air for some plain ol’  foolin’around.  
I have flown only 29 hours since May 
25th, the date when last we changed oil in 
the -7.  Stingy weather coupled with the 
necessity of waiting six weeks for my 
avionics installation, I doubt I will fly 
much more that 100 hours in 2005 after 
having averaged about 250 hours each 
year for the past ten years or so. 

� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����

SHORT FINAL... (from AVWeb) 
 
I was "in the queue" for landing at Oshkosh a couple of years back. As everyone knows, landing aircraft are spoken to but don©t ver-
bally reply to the FAA controllers.  
ATC to Two ahead of me: Brown Cessna, land on the Orange Spot. Rock your wings if you copy. (The Cessna rocked his wings.)  
ATC to One ahead of me: Red Biplane, land on the Blue Spot. Rock your wings. (The Pitts Special executed two snap rolls to the 
left.)  
ATC: And save that for the show, will you? 
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Normark’s Annual Fly-In A classic 
grass strip fly-in once again approaches. 
Fellow Chapter members Ron and Nancy 
Normark host their annual lunch fly-in 
on Saturday, September 24th at their 
private airstrip near Angier, known as 
Barclaysville. As usual, it is a covered 
dish affair and lunch starts around noon. 
Beverages and paper products are kindly 
supplied by the Normarks. Plan to come 
early and stay late. Below is a map to 
help you find Normark’s airfield, an easy 
flight from Cox Field or short drive down 
Hwy 55, just south of Fuquay-Varina.  

Paul taxiing out to return home to 
New River Marine Air Station. 

 
Af ter though ts  abou t  ou r 

speaker 
The first thought I have of our 

speaker, LTC Ryan, was that I was very 
appreciative that we have such men in 
our Marine Corps doing the kind of work 
he does.  I was also pleased that the Ma-
rine Corps was trying to get it right with 
a new design and technology for in-
creased mission capability while fitting 
in with their existing systems.  I know 
first-hand how hard it is to make it all 
work and I applaud their efforts. 

Bill Terrill 

continued from page 1 

W e left for Oshkosh on 
Friday, July 22.  I got 
off work at 7am and 
after a couple of hours 

sleep we departed Apex at 2:15 PM.  
Since I had to work all week, our son 
Bill came over on Thursday and Friday 
and helped Sandy load the truck.  Mo-
tor home still has a blown engine and 
transmission.  So the 1993 Chevy 
Truck was the vehicle of choice this 
year.  It was loaded to the hilt with 
Generator, blankets dishes, cloths, 
coolers and iced down water.   Sandy 
had all 5 of my coffee jugs filled and 
we were off.  My plan was to make it to 
Charleston WV the first day.  That 
would put us 5 hours into the trip.  We 
did better than that and stopped at 10: 
30 PM in Chillicothe Ohio.  By then, 
after 8 hours of driving we were ready 
to take a break.  It was a rather WARM 
day but the air conditioner worked 
great. 
 

July 23rd Saturday 
Up at 8 AM and hit the road by 9.  

Most every morning on the road we 
had breakfast at a Cracker Barrel res-
taurant.  But today we picked on Bud 
Evans in western Dayton Ohio.  We 
were in Mattoon by 3 PM EDT at the 
Happy Trails Rental site.  We have 
used them last year and they are a great 
outfit.  We rented a 21-foot travel 
trailer. Thinking maybe it would be 
good to change from a motor home to a 
trailer.  I had checked with them a cou-
ple of times to see if they had the same 
hookup that I had. They said they did.  

I almost bought the adapter here at 
Apex Sales for $50.00 but decided to 
save that money.  Big MISTAKE.  I 
have the 7 PRONG plug on the truck; 
the trailer had a 7 BLADE hookup.  
Nothing to do but change the plug on 
the truck to match the one on the 
trailer.  I hooked up and pulled the 
trailer to the nearest Auto Zone store 
with NO TRAILER LIGHTS, and 
made it just fine.  Got the plug and was 
installing it when a mechanic came and 
wanted to help.  What the heck, I fig-
ured he would be faster than I would so 
I let him have it.  4 hours later and 22 
fuses, (we ran Auto Zone out of 30 amp 
fuses and had to send someone over to 
Wally World to get some more.)  He 

finally said he had it mastered.   
Plugged it in and the lights worked.  

Well.......kinda anyway.  When you plug 
in the trailer to the truck the running 
lights came on, that is not supposed to 
happen till you turn the HEADLIGHTS 
ON.  But the turn signals worked and 
brake lights worked and so did the 
EMERGENCY lights.  Sandy was ready 
to go.  I tried to pay the guy but he would 
not take anything. Really nice of him to 
do that.  Kinda..........He got it working 
OK, but after plugging it in he forgot to 
secure the new plug to the bumper.  By 
now it is about 10 PM and HOT and I 
needed something COLD and I don’ t 
mean COFFEE.  We took the trailer back 
to the rental place and decided to check it 
again in the morning.  Finally a GOOD 
DECISION, cause when we got back and 
parked the trailer, I unplugged it and the 
entire guts of the plug came out too.  
GRRRRRRR 

We finally found a motel with a va-
cancy; seems that Mattoon is the capital 
of the BAGLE world.  I always thought 
that was in New York.  Learned some-
thing, a 40 dollar room went to 80 but the 
air conditioner worked, the water got hot 
for a shower and the COLD BEER was 
PRICELESS.  I think I even drank all of 
it.   

July 24th Sunday 
Off to Cracker Barrel for breakfast, 

then to Home Depot for some drill bits 
and tie wraps and finally back to the 
HAPPY TRAILS RENTAL.  As it turned 
out the plug the mechanic had worked so 
hard on was wired backwards.  I took 
everything apart, turned the plug around, 
blew one fuse, said to heck with it, got it 
wired so again everything worked, but 
the running lights were on ALL THE 
TIME, and I did not get the electronic 
brake on the trailer to work. But we had 
TURN SIGNALS (that worked properly) 
BRAKE LIGHTS, EMERGENCY 
FLASHERS and RUNNING LIGHTS. 
What more could you ask for on a day of 
99 degrees in the shade with NO WIND.  
We were off to OSHKOSH at 11 AM 
Central Time, with lights on the trailer, 
and 2 fresh jugs of coffee thanks to 
Cracker Barrel.   

I have been rather proud of my 
truck.  It gets 18 MPG on the open road 
at 70-75 MPH and 20 MPG at 55-65 
MPH.  So you can imagine my surprise 
when 100 miles from Mattoon, the gas 
gauge was indicating EMPTY.  We 
stopped and filled it up, and we got 6 
MPG.  No way, but I did have it running 

Oshkosh 2005 
Jim Dukeman 

continued on page 4 
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at idle for a couple of hours while the 
mechanic WAS working on the lights, 
(ran the battery down once before that) 
and I figured the extra weight and drag 
would take some of the gas mileage 
down.  My estimate was  10MPG pulling 
the trailer.  I must say that the old truck 
with 194,000 plus miles did a good job of 
pulling.  But it NEVER did get better 
than 6 miles per gallon while pulling the 
trailer.  845 miles cost a little over $100 
dollars, the trip from Illinois to OSH was 
384 miles and that cost was $150.00.  
But that was OK, the lights worked, Air 
Conditioner worked, coffee was hot, and 
I had a good-looking blond in the right 
seat.  Is that being blessed or 
what??????? 

We arrived at OSH about 8:30 EDT. 
After checking in at camper registration, 
getting our camping pass and car pass 
and arm bands for the week, I called 
Steve Buss on his cell phone, as in-
structed. He directed me to our campsite, 
at the YE COMPOUND.  What a site 
that was. After parking the trailer and 
unhitching someone gave me a COLD 
ONE, which must have been a miniature, 
cause it didn’ t last as long as it should 
have.  But that is what friends are for, 
when someone saw that the one I had 
was small, they give me a BIGGER one, 
at least it seemed bigger, cause it lasted a 
little longer. Temperature here is no dif-
ferent than what we left in NC. IT WAS 
HOT...WELCOME TO OSHKOSH ‘05. 

 
July 25th Monday   
Up at 7 AM, this morning is FREE 

time.  So we walked around and saw a lot 
of neat airplanes. Mailed some postcards 
and by then it was time to get ready for 
the Forum that I conduct.  We arrived at 
the Forum area about 1:45. The previous 
one quit on time and I set up for our 2 
PM session.  Had a good turnout, about a 
dozen folks showed up, we had a really 
good discussion going on when I heard a 
JET ENGINE AIRCRAFT do a fly-by. 
That is not unusual for OSH, and most of 
the time I don’ t even look anymore.  Not 
during the forum anyway.  

But one of the guys in the audience 
said “There it is, right on time”  and the 
next thing I knew it was Sandy and me.  
Everyone left.  What the....... I couldn’ t 
figure it out, then about that time the Jet 
did another fly-by and this time I looked.  
No wonder they left, it was SPACE SHIP 
ONE. 

I looked at the other Forum tents and 
they were all EMPTY TOO.  So Sandy 

and I headed to the Flight Line.  It was 
quite a site; I think she got a couple of 
good pictures.  

Back to the trailer, getting ready 
for another side trip, Sandy discovered 
that the GAS feature of the Refrigerator 
did not work.  Darn thing was out, and 
all the water was hot. Glad we did not 
put any food in there.  We changed the 
tank for a known FULL tank of gas that 
I had brought along just in case.  That 
didn’ t work either, so we fixed it by 
eating OUT all the time, worked great.  
I told Sandy I would do the dishes 
every meal.  

Our side trip was to Appleton to 
visit with the wonderful folks that got 
us involved with all of this in the first 
place.  Mr. and Mrs. Bob Scherzinger.  
Bob just turned 87 on the 9th of Aug.  
We had a great visit and supper, I 
called to tell them we were coming, 
and they told me a bad storm was 
headed our way.  That didn’ t stop us, 
so away we went.  The storm hit on the 
way back to the Camp Ground.  What a 
dandy: rained 5 inches that night, and 
went SIDEWAYS for a while.  The 
lightning put on quite a show for 
awhile too.  A couple of bolts looked 
like they hit right in the middle of the 
camp grounds, but when we got there 
everything was fine. We had to sit in 
the truck for 30 minutes when we got 
back because of the hard rain.   But it 
sure was nice after that, weather cooled 
off for almost the rest of the week.  I 
can deal with 70’s and 80’s in the day 
and 60’s at night just fine.  

 
July 27th Wednesday 
Up again at 7 AM, breakfast on the 

field, cost was no more than it would 
have been if we had gone downtown.  
Good too, scrambled eggs and French 
toast, worked for us. We made it to the 
Nature Center at 11 for the annual 
meeting of all of the Field Reps and YE 
Coordinators.  Had a great lunch and 
got to meet all of the award winners.  
This is also the time that Harrison Ford 
comes to say a few words.  He did 
much better this year. Talked for about 
15 minutes. After that we all got out in 
front of the building and had our pic-
ture taken.  Mr. Ford is kneeling right 
NEXT TO SANDY.  It was really nice; 
she even got his autograph.  And I got a 
picture of it to prove it.   

After lunch we visited the FLY 
MARKET and some of the vender dis-
plays in the buildings. I got as many 

catalogs as I could carry and we went 
back to camp.  Off to supper at Plane-
View Restaurant and then back to the 
Theatre in the Woods for the YE presen-
tations. It was a great evening, till we got 
back to camp.   

We were all excited this year to have 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lewis camping with 
us.  Jack and Barb are from central 
Michigan, and Jack is in a wheel chair. 
He got hurt several years ago working on 
his truck in the driveway.  The jacks let 
go and it fell on him.  Very tragic, yet he 
did not let that stops him. I could write a 
book on this guy.  We met him the first 
year we were in Oshkosh. He, Sandy and 
I had a wonderful conversation under the 
tail of the A-26 in 1995 and we have kept 
in touch since.   

Anyway, Jack owns a Piper Warrior, 
and he flies a lot of kids every year. He is 
in the Challenge Air program that flies a 
lot of Physically Impaired kids and 
adults.  It is a wonderful program.  He is 
one of the FEW that get to fly Young 
Eagles at Oshkosh.  He usually camps at 
the North 40 by his plane.  This year he 
was with us in Camp Schuler. It was 
really nice to have us all together.  He 
had a sandwich on the field before the 
Awards program, and it made him sick as 
a dog.  We called the rescue squad about 
10 PM Wednesday night and they took 
him to the hospital in Oshkosh.  They ran 
more tests on the poor guy than we can 
keep track of, finally decided that it must 
have been something that he ate.  

 
July 28th Thursday 
We were busy going back and forth 

to the hospital to visit with him and Bar-
bara to make sure they had everything 
they needed.  The hospital was really 
something.  On Thursday the nurse told 
Barbara, if she could get back to the 
camp site to get some of Jack’s things, 
she should get some night cloths and 
come back to the hospital.  They knew he 
was with the EAA group and had no 
place to stay, so they got Barb a BED 
AND PUT IT IN THE ROOM WITH 
JACK.  What a deal.  They really took 
good care of them both.   

We tried to make it there at least 
once a day to make sure things were all 
right, and to get a report to take back to 
the rest of the folks.  Jack got better by 
the end of the week; he had a great staff 
at the hospital, and an outstanding sup-
port group of EAA buddies.  It is amaz-
ing how folks band together in a crisis. 
One of Jack and Barbara’s friends had 

continued from page 3 
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driven to the Convention.  So they took 
most of his camping gear home with 
them in a truck. Another friend came 
over and we took their tent down and he 
flew it back to Michigan.  We packed all 
of their cloths and put them in out truck, 
and then took them to the motel that 
Steve arranged for them on Sunday eve-
ning.  Then Monday some friends flew 
from Central Michigan flew Jack and 
Barb back home and another friend flew 
Jacks plane back.  It was a 2-hour flight 
across the lake, 10-hour drive through 
Chicago. Glad they are home and doing 
well now.  

 
July 29th Friday 
We actually slept late this morning; 

it was really COOL and nice. I got up 
and fired up the generator.  Sandy made 
coffee and we charged up our phones.  
We have had the pleasure of some folks 
from Australia coming buy every eve-
ning to visit.  They are a great bunch, one 
of them, Jim, was there for the first time.  
He happened to come by as we were 
charging up our phone.  I asked him if he 
was interested in charging his phone, he 
was really surprised by that.  I finally 
assured him that it was OK, and he 
charged up his camera and phone batter-
ies.   

I instructed him on how to turn off 
the generator when he was done and we 
went to work.  I never really thought 
much about it, that sort of thing happens 
all the time up there.    He really went on 
about America and how impressed he 
was with our country.  He could not be-
lieve how many folks were at the con-
vention, and how everyone got along so 
well, and shared so much with one an-
other.  And another thing, he said,  “All 
these people and NO ALCHOL…..  I 
choked on that one, I still had a bottle of 
Scotch (only cause I couldn’ t find it in 
the packing we had done) and this guy 
was coming over to the campsite every 
evening and wiping out a bottle of 
WINE.  Or maybe it was GRAPE JUICE 
he was drinking.  What ever it was it 
carried a punch, he was really happy 
every time he left to go home.  

 
July 30th Saturday 
One more visit to Appleton to see 

our good friends, then back to camp to 
make the business meeting at the Theatre 
in the Woods.  They were to announce 
the new Directors today.  Appleton took 
longer than we expected, and as such we 
missed the meeting.  But we were told 

that they would have to announce later 
who was elected, the competition was 
pretty great.  That’s a good thing.  We 
did get back in time to work though.  
We did something different this year. 
We had our regular pavilion over by 
the Control Tower, and also a booth in 
the NEW MEMBERS TENT.  Sandy 
and I worked in the MEMBERS tent 
this year, Friday and Saturday after-
noons.  It was really nice.  We want to 
thank all of the folks that took the time 
to come buy our Pavilion to say hello. 
Sorry we missed some of you, but we 
had no idea we would be in a different 
location this year.  

 
July 31st Sunday  
Up again at 7 AM, breakfast and 

started packing up.  We took a last 
walk around the convention.  We had 
two of our Raleigh Flight Service folks 
working the OSH Flight service this 
year.  Went buy to say hi, and they had 
already left. Things were winding 
down and all the YE positions were 
covered, so we had plenty of time to 
pack and get ready to leave on Mon-
day.  We went to the VOLUNTEERS 
supper that evening, if you don’ t get 
anything else out of volunteering at 
Oshkosh, this is payment enough.  
What a feed, OPEN BAR and not just 
beer either, and a great feast.  By 9 PM 
we were so full that we just made it 
back to camp.  Did not take long to get 
to sleep that night.  But we did stay up 
long enough to tell all of our wonderful 
friends and co-workers good-bye till 
next year.  That too is quite a sight, it’s 
like leaving home again.   

 
August 1st 2005 
Sandy and I departed Oshkosh at 5 

AM.  I told her to wake me if she got 
up before me.  That hadn’ t happened 
all week, so I felt pretty safe.  For some 
reason, she woke up at 4 AM.  EGAD.  
And of course she woke me up too.  I 
was dressed and out the door before I 
realized what time it was.  By then it 
was too late to go back to bed.  So we 
headed out for Illinois at 5 AM Central 
Time.  It took another 3 tanks of gas to 
get the trailer back to Happy Trails, but 
we had no problems with it.  Turned it 
in by 4 that evening.   

 The rest of the week Monday 
through Thursday we spend with Fam-
ily. Visiting Uncles, Aunts, Brothers 
Sisters and friends.  We left on Thurs-
day to come back to North Carolina 

with a couple of side trips.  Since this is 
the only vacation that we will get for 
awhile we decided to make the best of it.  
We stopped in Dayton Ohio and visited 
the Air Force Museum.  That is some-
thing we usually do, but we just hit the 
gift shops and then get on our way. This 
time we took the COMPLETE TOUR.  It 
was wonderful; they have changed things 
a lot and all for the better. If you have not 
been there it is worth the trip.  The next 
day we visited the Bob Evans Farms in 
Ohio.  That too is worth the time if you 
get the chance to be up that way.   

By now it is Saturday the 6th and we 
decided we better head for home. We got 
off of I-77 and took VA58 to Danville. 
We had a good visit with Jeff Phillips 
and went over the planning for the big 
rally on the 27th of this month.  Spent the 
night in Danville and came to Apex on 
Sunday, arriving home about 2 PM.  I 
had the truck unloaded and we were put-
ting things away.   

Overall, this was another wonderful 
trip.  Better than most since we did not 
BLOW ANYTHING UP.  Other than the 
6-mile per gallon of gas we got while 
pulling the trailer things went pretty 
much as we had planned.  Amazing, but 
we are thankful.  

I got a message this week from 
Louis Andrew from EAA.  They have 
picked the Directors for this session and I 
was not to be one of them.  I was a little 
disappointed, but the competition was 
really something.  Our congratulations to 
the folks that were selected.  We did 
promise to support the Directors in any 
way that we could.  EAA is a PEOPLE 
operation, and it takes all of us to make it 
work.  

Thanks to those of you that have 
been on my case to get this written up.  I 
hope you enjoy our trip as much as we 
did.  If you did not go this year, or have 
not been you really need to take the ef-
fort and go up one year.  It is an experi-
ence you will never forget.  Just ask any-
one that has been there more than twice. 
The airplanes and work is wonderful, but 
the FRIENDS ARE OUTSTANDING.  

Blue Skies and Safe Landings 
GOD BLESS & GOD BLESS 

AMERICA. LATER JD/SD  
Jim & Sandy 

 
EAA1114 is proud to have Jim and 

Sandy as members of our Chapter. His 
nomination as a Director was a well-
deserved recognition of his unselfish 
contributions to the EAA.  
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August 20th EAA1114 Meeting 
Lou Baffaro, B-17 Navigator 
 

Lou Baffaro of Raleigh will share his experience training for and flying combat missions in a B17 with the 
U.S. Army Air Corps. Join fellow Chapter members to hear about life before GPS, starting with celestial navigation.  

Bill Terrill, Program Chairman 

CHAPTER NEWS       
 
From Barry Sherrill: Chapter T-Shir ts are now available in white with black graphic, red and navy with white graphic, all left chest. 
They are available in S-XL for $15 and bigger sizes for an extra $3 each. They will soon be available for order from the chapter web 
site, www.eaa1114.org 
 
From Alison Martin: Our very own Jack Phillips' beautiful Pietenpol, Icarus Plummet, won a Homebuilt Plaque for Outstanding 
Workmanship of a Plans Built Aircraft. Congratulations Jack!  
 
Congratulations to Chapter member Chuck Hall, who recently passed instrument check r ide at Harnett County Airport. 
 
The Wings of Carolina Flying Club reminds us that Dr . Havener  Par ish is at TTA from 0900 to noon to give flight physicals the 
second Saturday of every month, the date for their monthly luncheon meetings (all invited). 

Classified Ads 
For  Sale: Michel MX11 Comm radio with or without tray & connectors.  Will slide in replace Narco 11 and 111 series or use tray 
and install alone.  720 channel, with standby frequency, yellow tagged by manufacturer since last used.  $400.  See Tom Rudisill 
For  Sale: McCauley 1B90-CM7345 propeller. Overhauled condition. Fits Cessna 120/140, J3 etc. $1000.00 Call 919-663-3503 for 
details. Tom Malechuk, guardian@ix.netcom.com 
For  Sale: 1982 Varga 2180.  2700 TT, 1000 SMOH.  NDH.  SL 30, KT76A, N122. WWII camo paint.  High ramp appeal.  $45,000. 
Paul Franzon, paulf@ncsu.edu, 919-656-4411 

Young Eagles News    
On AUGUST 20TH Saturday, we 

will be flying 70-100 young people at 
Henderson Oxford NC, the SEMAA Air 
Academy group from Warren Co.  We 
have flown them the last 3 years. It is a 
great group of kids, they are learning 
about AVIATION AND SPACE in sum-
mer school, and this gives them a chance 
to see what the airplane really does. We 
will fly there from 10am till finished. 
This is a CLOSED rally, that means that 
we do NOT ADVERTISE it anywhere. 
But if you know of someone that wants 
to come tell them to come on.  The kids 
will be arriving around 9:30, so hope to 
start flying at 10 am, ground support 
folks if you can make it by 9:30 to set up 
your area that would be great, there will 
be NO FOOD COURT provided by us.  
The SEMAA folks have already taken 
care of that for us this year.   

Next rally will be the following 
weekend AUGUST 27TH at the DAN-
VILLE VIRGINIA Airport.  We will be 
running the rally and look forward to 

many EAA members coming to help 
out from all chapters.  Please let me 
know if you plan to attend this one.  It 
should bust 500 if the weather is good. 
This rally is sponsored by Jeff Phillips 
and his RE Flying group. They are 
sponsoring a FLYING GIANTS 
RALLY on AUGUST 24 through 28 at 
Danville.  It should be something to 
come to even if you can’ t fly kids.  
Watching GIANT RC MODELS is 
very exciting, and we have a lot in 
common with these folks.: our hobbies 
COST A LOT. There will be no prob-
lem with both of us flying at the same 
time.  Jeff has worked out a very good 
plan that I have approved.   

We will be on the OPPOSITE side 
of the airport from the FBO.  We will 
set up on a closed runway, and the only 
runway that will be in operation for 
REAL AIRCRAFT will be runway 2 - 
20.  We will be loading and unloading 
on the closed runway.  They have a 
CONTINUOUS MONITORED UNI-
COM at Danville, provided by the City.  

So when you call expect someone to an-
swer to give traffic information and 
winds.  It is still an UNCONTROLLED 
AIRPORT so keep your eyes open at all 
times.  We will be REGISTERING kids 
from 9am till 4:30 pm. and as usual will 
fly all that we can that have registered 
during that time.  While the event will go 
for 4 days we will only fly on Saturday, 
unless enough volunteers want to also fly 
on Sunday.  If so, Sandy and I will stick 
around for that.  We will NOT HAVE A 
FOOD COURT here either.  However 
tickets will be provided to all volunteers 
for the food vendors that will be there.  
We will need plenty of airplanes as well 
as ground support for this one, it has 
been HEAVELY advertised on TV / RA-
DIO / PAPERS / and FLYERS.  And 
there are a lot of sponsors that are help-
ing to spread the word.   

The rally after that will be in 
ROCKY MOUNT on SEPTEMBER the 
24th. We’ ll talk more about that the first 
of September. 
.  Jim and Sandy Dukeman 
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EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2005-2006 
 
President    Denny Mercer  387-0290  207LH@bellsouth.net 
Vice-President    Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com 
Secretary & Chapter Apparel  Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Treasurer    Ken Baird  851-4922  kbaird@juno.com 
Chapter Administrator   Dottie Baird  851-4922 kbaird@juno.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@nc.rr.com  
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor  Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  Jim & Sandy Dukeman 362-9252  Plane80n@mindspring.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  303-8230  kent@ensight.com 

Copyright 2005 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aer ial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ken Baird, 3809 Campbell Rd., Raleigh, NC, 
27606. Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 
27519, kent@ensight.com.  

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    ...your $100 hamburger resource 
 
Aug 20  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: Lou Baffaro, B-17 Navigator  
Aug 20   Laurinburg-Maxton, NC Ercoupe Fly-in (MEB). Ercoupes, G/A, Ultralight welcome. jmillbyz@aol.com  
Aug 27  YE Rally & Giant Scale R/C Airplane Competition, Danville Airport, contact: Jim Dukeman (see details on pg. 6) 
Sept 10  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Mt. Airy, NC (Surry Cty. Airport, MWK). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Sept 10  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Sept 17  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Sept 24  2005 Annual Fly-In covered dish lunch at Normark’s Barclaysville Air field, Angier , NC  
Sept 24   Farmville, NC EAA Ch 960 Fall Fly-In. www.eaa960.org  
Sept 25  New Market, VA Airport (8W2). Aviation Events 1pm-6pm. Contact Jenny Jager, 540/433-3309 
Oct 1  Wilson Industrial Airport (W03) Open House & Fly In. Pancake B’ fast, 7:00 AM. Buddy Manning, 252-235-4858  
Oct 1-2  Virginia EAA Regional Fly-in. 9th Annual Fly-in and Air Show, Dinwiddie County Airport (PTB). 
Oct 7-9  VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Darlington, SC (UDG). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Oct 8  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Oct 8  Johnston County Airpor t Day (JNX), YE r ides, demos; contact EAA Chapter  506 
Oct 15  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
Oct 21-23 Bishopville SC  (52J) Carolina Sport Flyers Annual Fly-In, contact patches11us@yahoo.com 
Oct 22  Franklin, NC ‘05 Macon County Airshow at Macon County Airport (1A5). 
Oct 28-30 Camden, SC, Celebrate Freedom 2005, Woodward Airfield (KCDN), www.celebratefreedomfoundation.org 
Nov 5  VAA Chapter 3 Fly-Out, Shiloh, NC (Shiloh Airport, 78N). Contact Skip Carden, 919-471-9492. 
Nov 5  Lincolnton, NC EAA 309 Fall Fly-In at Lincoln County Airport (IPJ). www.eaa309.org  
Nov 5-6  Seymour Johnson AFB Airshow, Goldsboro, NC, www.seymourjohnson.af.mil/airshow/ 
Nov 12  EAA Chapter  506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Johnston County Airpor t (JNX) 
Nov 19  EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Cafe, Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  See 

Short Final… (from AVWeb) 
 
During 1978 while working ground control, a C-152 from a neighboring airport©s flight school was getting ready to depart. Prior to 
engine start the pilot called the tower and was informed, "Clearance on request, contact ATIS prior to taxi." The instruction 
prompted the following response... 
 
Pilot: Cessna 1234 ready to taxi and we contacted Patrick ATIS ... but ... uh ... we couldn©t get a word in edgewise. 
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Next Meeting 
When:  Saturday, August 20th, 8 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  EAA 1114 Fly-In Breakfast Meeting 
Program: Lou Baffaro, B-17 Navigator 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

Aer ial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81) 

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’  
Runway: 9/27, 2400’  turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 
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